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DEPOSITED BY T 
UNITED STA ~ 


‘TES OF AMERICA 


BOOKER T. WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT, VA. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1956 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON Pustic LANDS OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D..C. 


The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, in the committee room, 

ae Office Building, at 10:10 a. m., Hon. Wayne N. Aspinall, 
residing. 

Mr. AspinaLut. The Subcommittee on Public Lands of the Com- 

mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs will now be in session for the 

consideration of several bills. 

The Chair wishes to advise his colleagues on the committee that it 
is his understanding that the gentlewoman from Idaho, Mrs. Pfost, 
the regular chairman of this committee, will be returning to Wash- 
ington this evening with her sick husband, and that at the next 
meeting of this committee she will be in charge. We are all of us 

lad that Mr. Pfost has improved to the extent that he can return to 
ashington and our colleague can be present with us again. 

The bills which are to be brought before this committee for hearing 
this morning are H. R. 6904, by our chairman, Mr. Engle; H. R. 6963, 
by our former chairman, Mr. Miller; H. R. 7187, by our colleague, 
Mr. Gentry of Texas; H. R. 7242, by our colleague, Mr. Rocsevélt of 
California; H. R. 7292, by our colleague, Mr. Williams of New Jersey; 
and H. R. 7809, by our colleague, Mr. Doyle of California. 

The Chair understands that they are identical bills, and their pur- 
pore is to provide for the establishment of the Booker T. Washington 

ational Monument. 

Unless there is an objection we will consider the bill H. R. 6904, by 
our chairman, for the purpose of hearings on the legislation. 

Hearing no objection, it is so ordered, and H. R. 6904, unless there 
is an objection, will be printed in full at this place in the record of 
the hearings. 

(H. R. 6904 follows:) 


[H. R. 6904, 84th Cong., Ist sess.] 
A BILL To provide for the establishment of the Booker T. Washington National Monument 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior is authorized 
and directed to acquire, on behalf of the United States, by gift, purchase, or con- 
demnation, all right, title, and interest in and to the real property located at 
Booker Washington Birthplace, Virginia. 

Src. 2. The real property acquired under the first section of this Act shall 
constitute the Booker T. Washington National Monument and shall be a public 
national memorial to Booker T. Washington, noted Negro educator and apostle 
of good will. The Secretary of the Interior shall have the supervision, manage- 
ment, and control of such national monument, and shall maintain and preserve 
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it in a suitable and enduring manner which, in his judgment, will provide for the 
benefit and enjoyment of the people of the United States. 
Sec. 3. The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to— 

(1) maintain, either in an existing structure acquired under the first section 
of this Act or in a building constructed by him for the purpose, a museum for 
relics and records pertaining to Booker T. Washington, and for other articles 
of national and patriotic interest, and to accept, on behalf of the United 
States, for installation in such museum, articles which may be offered as addi- 
tions to the museum; and 

(2) provide for public parks and recreational areas, construct roads and 
mark with monuments, tablets. or otherwise, points of interest, within the 
boundaries of the Booker T. Washington National Monument. 

Src. 4. There are authorized to be appropriated such sums not to exceed 
$200,000 as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act. 


Mr. Asprnauu. Unless there is an objection, the report from the 
Department, which is adverse, I may say, will be printed at this 
point in the record of the hearings. 

Hearing no objection, it is so ordered. 

Unless there is an objection, the letter of February 1, 1956, from the 
Bureau of the Budget, under the signature of Hon. Percy Rappaport, 
Assistant Director of the Bureau of the Budget, to Senator James E. 
Murray, chairman of the Senate Interior and Insular Affairs Com- 
mittee, will be made a part of the record at this point. 

(The documents referred to follow:) 


Unitep States DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C., February 2, 1956. 
Hon. Ciarr ENGLE, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Enate: Your committee has requested a report on H. R. 6904, 
a bill to provide for the establishment of the Booker T. Washington National 
Monument. This proposed legislation would authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to acquire the property located at Booker Washington Birthplace, Vir- 
ginia, as a public national memorial to Booker T. Washington, noted Negro edu- 
cator and apostle of good will. The proposed area would constitute the Booker T. 
Washington National Monument. The bill would authorize the appropriation 
of not to exceed $200,000 for purposes thereof. 

We recommend that H. R. 6904 be not enacted. 

The Booker T. Washington Birthplace Memorial is located in Franklin County, 
Va., 16 miles northeast of Rocky Mount. The 537.2-acre tract constituting the 
memorial consists of the plantation of Booker’s owner prior to emancipation, 
James S. Burroughs (a central 207-acre tract, the eastern boundary of which 
cannot today be determined with exactitude), and land adjoining north and south 
of State Highway 122. On the “plantation tract’’, there are, principally, a recon- 
structed birthplace cabin, one modern brick two-story building serving as post 
office and administration center, the foundation of another building, a converted 
old barn (Tuck Industrial Hall) and a two-story frame dwelling used as a residence 
for the president of the memorial. 

There can be very little doubt that the central part of the birthplace memorial 
property is the birth site and early childhood home of Booker T. Washington, 
American educator and Negro leader. According to the Burroughs family Bible, 
Booker T. Washington was born (presumably on the plantation) April 5, 1856. 
On this site in Franklin County, Booker lived with his mother until emancipated 
in April 1865. He did not return until 1908, when, sentimentally, he sought out 
his birthplace. 

As is well known, Booker T. Washington was the founder of the Tuskegee Nor- 
mal and Industrial Institute and achieved international fame as a Negro leader, 
educator, speaker, and writer. At the time of his death in 1915, he was one of 
the best known Negro leaders in America. 

This proposed legislation has been considered by the Advisory Board on Na- 
tional Parks, Historie Sites, Buildings, and Monuments, which Board was estab- 
lished by the Congress to render advice in matters of this kind. The Advisory 
Board has considered this matter on two separate occasions. Following its first 
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meeting on the subject, which was held on March 22, 1954, the Board approved 
the following resolution: 

“The Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monu- 
ments having considered the proposal that the Booker T. Washington birthplace 
be included in the national park system, resolves that while Booker T. Washing- 
ton, the man, is an impressive national figure, the birth site is not equally impres- 
sive, since it is largely devoid of original structures or object remains associated 
with him. It is also lacking in outstanding potentialities for recreational develop- 
ment were the area to be included in the national park system on recreational 
grounds. The Board greatly appreciates the value of the work that the Booker 
T. Washington Memorial is doing and commends it for preserving a spot which 
was dear t> Booker T. Washington.” 

At a subsequent meeting, held on September 7-9, 1955, the Board reaffirmed 
its earlier view that the achievements of Booker T. Washington are worthy of 
national recognition and should be appropriately memorialized. The Board stated, 
however, its view that ‘‘the place for such memorilization is at Tuskegee Institute, 
Alabama, where he made his greatest contributions to American life.” The 
Board concluded that, since none of the original buildings remained at the birth- 
place, no expenditure of Federal funds was justified at that site. 

In the circumstances, we conclude that, based upon the several recommenda- 
tions of the Board and other information of record, the Booker T. Washington 
birthplace site does not measure up to the criteria or standards that have been 
adopted for the purpose of determining whether historical landmarks, structures, 
or other objects of historic or scientific interest warrant recognition as national 
monuments. It is felt also that the area lacks the scenic and topographic appeal 
of a recreational park. Because of its remoteness from urban areas, its potentiality 
as a day-use recreational area is limited. It follows that this site does not qualify 
for admission to the national park system. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the submis- 
sion of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Westey A. D’Ewarrt, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET, 
Washington 25, D. C., February 1, 1956. 
Hon, James E. Murray, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Crarrman: This is in response to your request for the views 
of the Bureau of the Budget on S. 2553, a bill ‘“To provide for the establishment 
of the Booker T. Washington National Monument.”’ 

The Department of the Interior informs us that the Advisory Board on Na- 
tional Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments has considered this 
matter on two separate occasions and advised against designating the site as a 
national monument. While recognizing Booker T. Washington as an impressive 
figure, the Board noted that the site of his birth is largely devoid of structures 
or objects associated with him. It also noted that the site is lacking in out- 
standing recreational values that might justify its inclusion in the national park 
system on recreational grounds. 

This Bureau agrees with the findings of the Board that expenditure of Federal 
funds is not justified at this site, and accordingly recommends against enactment 
of S. 2553. 

Sincerely yours, 
Percy Rappaport, Assistant Director. 


Mr. AspInaLu. At this time, Chairman Engle, author of H. R. 6904, 
is recognized for a statement. 

Mr. Eneie. The Subcommittee on Public Lands has met this morn- 
ing to hear testimony on H. R. 6904, a bill to provide for the estab- 
lishment of the Booker T. Washington National Monument. It was 
my privilege to introduce this measure which, if enacted, would appro- 
priately memorialize a great American who dedicated his life to the 
welfare and progress of his race and his country. Booker T. Wasb- 
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ington has often been called the Moses of his race. He is the only 
American who rose from the depths of slavery to the Hall of Fame. 
I am pleased that five of my colleagues, including the Honorable 
A. L. Miller, our former chairman and now the ranking minority 
member of this committee, have introduced identical bills. 

The subcommittee will hear testimony this morning from a number 
of outstanding Negro leaders who are eminently qualified to discuss the 
need and value of an appropriate national monument to Booker T. 
Washington, as would be provided by H. R. 6904. After hearing their 
statements I believe the subcommittee will conclude, as I have, that 
a national monument to Booker T. Washington at his birthplace in 
Virginia would be a deserved and fitting tribute to his accomplish- 
ments and his teachings and would serve as an inspiration to present 
and future generations of Americans. 

Mr. AsprnaLu. The Chair notes the presence of our colleague, Mr. 
Gentry of Texas, one of the authors of the bill. Mr. Gentry, we shall 
be glad to have your statement at this time. 


STATEMENT OF HON. BRADY GENTRY, A REPRESENTATIVE 
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF TEXAS 


Mr. Gentry. Mr. Chairman, I have prepared no statement, al- 
though I should like to do so and put it in the record if you will per- 
mit me. 

Mr. Asprnatu. Unless there is an objection, the statement to which 
the gentleman from Texas has made reference will be received and 
made a part of the record immediately following his oral remarks. 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. Gentry. I would like to make just a very short statement in 
support of your chairman’s bill. 

It happens that I have read quite a little bit about Booker T. 
Washington and only recently, just a very few months ago, read 
again his book, Up From Slavery. I do not believe there is any man 
in American life or there has ever been any citizen of this country 
who more greatly deserves recognition than Booker T. Washington. 
As a matter of fact, I think that he was not only a great benefactor 
of the Negroes of this country, but I think he was a great benefactor 
of everybody. I should say probably that, in my opinion, he was a 
- greater benefactor of the white race than he was of the Negro race, 

I think he was a truly great American citizen, and with all of the 
things that we have before us today, I just think it would be a great 
tribute if this was done. And I think not only would it be a great 
tribute, but I think it would be a great thing for the American people 
and for some of the controversy that still possibly divides some of us. 

I just cannot imagine anything that would be more salutary even 
under the present circumstances, considering the recent decision of 
the Supreme Court. I believe it would bring the people closer to- 
gether because it would bring to mind what Booker T. Wr aington 
was and what he did, the things he preached, the things L; taught, 
and the great example he set to all Americans, both white and colored. 

I thank you very much. 

Mr. Rocers. Mr. Chairman, may I make a statement at this time? 

I want to take this opportunity to compliment my colleague 
from Texas, Mr. Gentry, and say that probably a masterpiece of 
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understatement is his statement that he has read some on Booker 
T. Washington. He is one of the best read men, not only in the 
Congress but in the United States, and I have known a long time 
his views concerning Booker T. Washington. 

I think we are very fortunate to have Mr. Gentry not only in the 
Congress but before this committee in connection with this type of 
legislation. I know that he is deeply sincere about it, and had I been 
in opposition to it, my respect for him and his understanding of these 
problems would cause me to probably readjust my position. 

I appreciate your statement, Mr. Gentry, and feel very much as 
you do on this subject. 

Mr. Gentry. I dare say, Mr. Chairman and members of the com- 
mittee, that no man could ever appreciate what Booker T. Washington 
was and what he has done for this country without making a particular 
study of it, and especially some of the books of which he was the 
author. 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Ruopes. Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Asprnautu. The gentleman from Arizona. 

Mr. Ruopes. I would like to associate myself with the remarks of 
my colleague from Texas concerning the remarks of Mr. Gentry and 
his scholarly attitude not only on this but on many things in Congress. 
I want to congratulate him on his views as expressed in his fine 
testimony. 

Mr. Gentry. Thank you. 

Mr. Asprnatyi. Thank you very much, Mr. Gentry. We are very 
glad to have had your testimony. 

Unless there is an objection, statements of other sponsors of the bill 
will be permitted at this point of the record of the hearings. 

Hearing no objection, it is so ordered. 

(The statements referred to follow:) 


STraTEMENT OF Hon. CiypE Doy te, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE 
SraTre oF CALIFORNIA 


Mr. Chairman, and members of the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs 
I thank you for your invitation to appear on this occasion and made a statement 
in the premis¢s. 

I authored H. R. 7809 on August 1, 1955, to provide for the establishment of 
the Booker T. Washington National Monument. I am pleased to make this 
brief statement in support of H. R. 6904, authored by the distinguished chairman, 
from California, Mr. Engle. 

It seems to me it is entirely appropriate and within sound reason and in the 
best interests of supporting and emphasizing the value to all Americans of accurate 
information about the life and achievements of this great American Negro citizen, 
Booker Taliaferro Washington, who was born April 5, 1856, and became deceased 
November 14, 1915. I speak of educational value because long prior to his death 
he had made such great personal advancement on his own behalf and had blessed 
both the Negro and white citizens so much by reason of his commonsense and 
good hard work and educational achievements in his own behalf that he was 
clearly recognized by all thinking American citizens as a truly great American 
citizen. 

I was interested in reading his life to learn that according to our Library of 
Congress records he was born on the James Burrough plantation at Hale’s Ford, 
Franklin County, Va., and that his father was said to have been a white man from 
a neighboring plantation, and that his mother was a Negro cook at the Burrough 
plantation. In that significant book authored by Booker T. Washington himself 
he speaks gratefully of his mother as one who had ‘good, hard, commonsense” 
and “high ambitions for her children.” And, he recollects her praying that she 
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and her children might be free. He and his elder brother, John, who, by the way, 
later became director of industries at Tuskegee Institute, and a sister, Amanda, 
all lived in a l-room cabin with a fire place with a “potato hole,” but, according 
to his book, the cabin had no wooden floor and no glass windows. He also writes 
that he had no recollection of ever having slept in a bed until after his family 
had been declared free by the Emancipation Proclamation. 

I relate this historical record at this time because it speaks so clearly that 
Booker T. Washington achieved his valuable education and arose to the forefront 
of American citizenship in many ways in spite of the fact of his very, very humble 
beginnings. But, because I am sure that the distinguished chairman of this 
committee and others will relate more of his achievements for the record, I just 
wish to state that beginning, especially in 1884 when he addressed the National 
Education Association at Madison, Wis., he was in great demand throughout 
the country as a public speaker on education and race relations. The record 
shows that whether these public speeches by him were before Negro teachers or 
members of a Southern legislature, or before the alumni body of Harvard Uni- 
versity, from which he received a degree in 1891, he emphasized at every oppor- 
‘tunity that education was necessary to fit one for life; that it was necessary to 
keep close to nature, and that the best interests of our beloved Nation emphasized 
the necessity of cultivating respect for one’s neighbors—both black and white. 

He was the author of many important books and booklets, such as Up From 
Slavery, My Larger Education, Siamese Building, Working With the Hands, 
Putting the Most Into Life, The Negro in Business, The Story of the Negro, and 
ae Man Farthest Down. In 1905 he became the editor of ‘‘Tuskegee and Its 

eople. 

The Dictionary of American Biography, edited by Dumas Malone in 1936, 
registers one of the most substantial records of achievement in American civil life. 

It would seem to me crystal clear, therefore, that the establishment and putting 
into practice as promptly as practical the worthy objectives of the distinguished 
committee chairman’s bill, H. R. 6904—and all the other similar bills filed for this 
worthy objective, would be not only of educational and historical value and 
record, but would in fact be the establishing of one more appropriate place where 
not only printed and other records of this great American’s life could be properly 
and permanently recorded and displayed, but one more place in the experience 
of our great Nation where all people who respect and admire achievement of the 
individual and who love people for people’s sake and who appreciate the value 
of an individual regardless of race, creed, color, or economic status can go to 
learn more along these lines. 

The sort of establishment which these bills provide for will add materially to 
the inspiration of American experience as well as to the information thereof. I 
am quite sure we need an abundance of both, 

Ciype Dorie, M C. 





STATEMENT OF Hon. James RoosEvELT, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 
FRoM THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


Mr. Chairman and members of the committee: Booker T. Washington is a 
symbol not only in our country but in the world of the opportunity which comes 
to those gifted with cultural genius in an atmosphere of basic freedom. He was, 
and is, and will always continue to be an inspiration to those who have a basic 
and fundamental belief in the brotherhood of man. 

Mr. Chairman, it is therefore with a great deal of pleasure that I congratulate 
you on the introduction of your bill as well as our other colleagues who have 
joined in this way to give support to the Booker T. Washington National Monu- 
ment Foundation in its effort to establish a national monument to Booker T. 
Washington to be located at his birthplace in Franklin County, Va. Such a 
monument will be a beacon and rallying place for all Americans and for many 
visitors from outside of our own country. It will add to our national prestige in 
the eyes of the world and finally, and perhaps most important of all, it will be a 
symbol of the acknowledgment of a grateful Nation for the valuable cont ributions 
which Booker T. Washington made to our civilization. 
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STATEMENT OF Hon. Harrison A. WILLIAMS, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 
FROM THE STatTe OF NEW JERSEY 


Booker T. Washington has, by the splendor of his character and his personal 
accomplishments, amply earned the honor of a national monument. The man 
who, by his own perseverance and courage, rose from slavery to a position of world- 
wide prestige; from utter ignorance to a point at which he became the very symbol 
of education to the Negro race; from illiteracy to world fame as an author—such a 
man is one to hold up as a model to all the youth of our country, that, striving 
against their lesser handicaps, they may hope to achieve a comparable success in 
their chosen fields. One of the most effective ways in which we can hold up a 
man as a model to our youth is to set up a monument in tribute to him—a monu- 
ment whose proportions and beauty shall speak of the greatness and beauty of his 
character, and of the esteem in which we hold his memory. 

But it is to be said further of Booker T. Washington that his name stands to us 
as a symbol of humility before God and self-respect before man. Theodore 
Roosevelt said of him: ‘‘As nearly as any man I have ever met, Booker T. Wash- 
ington lived up to Micah’s verse, ‘What more doth the Lord require of thee than 
to do justice, and love Mercy and walk humbly with thy God.’”’ And the nature 
of the man shines forth with equal clarity in his own saying, ‘‘No man, black or 
white, from North or South, shall drag me down so low as to make me hate him.”’ 
Over the troubled and storm-tossed waters of race relations, the spirit of Booker T. 
Washington shines as a beacon light of clarity and calm. Acting always in peace 
and friendliness even in the midst of bitter controversies, he used those qualities 
counseled by the Bible, “the wisdom of the serpent and the harmlessness of the 
dove,”’ to gain for the Negro in this country greater strides toward justice and 
equality than could have been thought possible. As an American, he saw Negro 
and white as a partnership; as a Christian, he saw Negro and white as equally 
children of God. We have not yet brought this country to the full realization of 
Booker T. Washington’s vision, but every step toward that goal is a gain for all of 
us. As his memory continues to inspire us to devotion to God and our fellow man, 
to firm good temper and untiring activity, to an insatiable appetite for learning 
and ambition for accomplishment, it is still true, as Henry Watterson wrote, 
that ‘‘no man, since the war of sections, has exercised such beneficient influence 
and done such real good for the country * * * .” 


Mr. Asprnatu. The Chair has in his possession a telegram dated 
February 3, addressed to the Chairman of the Interior and Insular 
Affairs Committee, House Office Building, Washington, D. C, 

Dear Str: I greatly regret that the obligations to which I am committed here 
in New York make it impossible for me to be present at the committee hearing 
today concerning the Booker T. Washington National Monument. 

I sincerely appreciate Mr. 8. J. Phillips invitation in this matter and take this 
opportunity to express my admiration for the truly great work that Mr. Phillips 
has, through the years, performed in perpetuating the ideals and teachings of my 
grandfather. Please be assured of my continued interest in the monument 
program which is an enrichment of our national heritage and an inspiration to all 
people of goodwill and faith in the miraculous blessings and possibilities of 
America, 

Sincerely, 
Booker T. Wasnrneton III. 

Mr. AsprInauu. We shall be glad to have the statement from the 
National Park Service at this time, with Mr. Herbert E. Kahler, 
Chief Historian, making his statement, and then any contribution 
that Mr. Harrison wishes to make. 


STATEMENT OF HERBERT E. KAHLER, CHIEF HISTORIAN, 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 


Mr. Kanter. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The Bureau of the Budget has concurred in the report by the 
Secretary of the Interior, of which you have a copy, and I understand 
additional copies will be coming to the committee. They are just 
coming off the press. 
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The Secretary has called attention in his report to the careful con- 
sideration that the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, 
Buildings and Monuments have given on two separate occasions to 
the request that the birthplace site be established as a national his- 
torical monument and administered by the National Park Service as 
a part of the National Park System. 

The Advisory Board, created pursuant to the Act of August 21, 
1935, is comprised of 11 men, eminent in the fields of history, archi- 
tecture, archaeology, human geography, and park management. One 
of the major tasks of the Board is to analyze and evaluate the many 
requests received to establish historic areas. 

In weighing the requests to commemorate the achievements of 
Booker T. Washington, I should like to point out that they have 
come to the conclusion that he is truly a great American worthy of 
national recognition. 

The Board next considered the sites associated with Booker T. 
Washington to determine which were more closely associated with 
his achievements that entitled him to the national recognition by the 
Federal Government. They came to the conclusion that it was not 
the birthplace where Washington spent the first 9 years of his life 
but at Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute near Montgomery, 
Ala., where he made his outstanding contributions. 

When he was selected director of that school in 1881 he found it 
lacked a plant, it lacked equipment, it lacked faculty, and had very 
little money. When he left that institute in 1915 it had over 100 
buildings, a student body of 1,500, and an endowment of nearly 
$28 million. Thirty-four years, the most productive period of his 
life, he spent at that institution. Tuskegee gave him the opportunity 
to develop his remarkable educational system. ‘Tuskegee activities 

ave him the leadership of his race and gave him a chance to hammer 
ome his philosophy as a great speaker and as a great writer. The 
great contributions that Tuskegee made to American life accurred 
while he was at this institution. On the campus of that school there 
is a notable statue of Booker T. Washington and erected with the 
contributions of a hundred thousand Negro folks as a loving tribute 
to the memory of their great leader and benefactor. 

In view of his great accomplishments while at Tuskegee, we believe 
that is the logical place to commemorate the outstanding achievements 
of Booker T. Washington. 

Mr. AspINnALL. In other words, I understand that it is the position 
of the Bureau of the National Park Service, acting upon the advice 
of the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings 
and Monuments, that whatever recognition is paid to the memory 
of Booker T. Washington, whatever monument might be built 
should be at Tuskegee National Institute in Alabama rather than the 
proposed birthplace of this famous American? 

Mr. Kanter. That is correct. 

Mr. AspINALL. Because of the fact that the area in which the 
proposed legislation would build such a memorial is not suitable and 
there are not enough evidences of the birth and childhood of Mr. 
Washington in that area at the present time to entitle it to such 
recognition? 

Mr. Kanter. That is correct. 
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Mr. Aspinatu. And that the great contributions of this great 
leader were made at Tuskegee Institute and that is the place where 
any recognition should be made? 

Mr. Kanter. That is the view of the Department. 
nae AspInaLL. The Chair recognizes his former chairman, Dr. 

er. 

Dr. Miter. I think you have covered the questions [ had in mind. 
I might ask one other question. It may be a difficult question, but 
would the Department approve the erection of a similar monument 
— known birthplace instead of the alternate site proposed in the 

ill? 

Mr. Kauter. I think the report on the bill indicated that they 
favored that this legislation not be enacted that would provide the 
purchase and development of the birthplace site as a national historical 
monument. 

Dr. Miter. Thank you, that is all. 

Mr. AspINALL. The gentleman from Arizona. 

Mr. Ruopss. Does the Department have any plans for establishing 
a suitable monument at Tuskegee? 

Mr. Kauter. It does not. 

Mr. Ruopss. So the position of the Department at the present time 
is that you disapprove the site recommended in H. R. 6904; you feel if 
there were to be a monument established it should be at Tuskegee; 
but you have no present plans to establish such monument? 

Mr. Kauuer. That is correct. 

The Advisory Board comes to this problem repeatedly: That 
certain aspects of a man’s life were commemorated at certain places. 
So their problem is to sit down and evaluate, Where were these great 
achievements, these great contributions made? It is that great 
human association you are trying to commemorate or memoralize. 
In their careful study of this, they came to the conclusion that here 
was the productive period of this man’s life, he was there 34 years. 
It was that opportunity for him to blossom forth and show the real 
leadership that he possessed that took place at Tuskegee that was 
the great springboard for him as an educator, as a great philosopher, 
as a writer. And that is why they recognize that as the great place. 

Mr. Ruopes. How accessible is the proposed location in H. R. 
6904 to the general public? Is it near main highways or is it in an 
out-of-the-way place? 

Mr. Kanter. I think it is fairly accessible 

Mr. Ruopgs. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Aspinauu. Mr. Abbott. 

Mr. Assorr. Mr. Chairman. In view of the statement just made, 
how many years did Abraham Lincoln spend at Hodgensville, Ky.? 

Mr. Kauter. A very, very short short time. I would say less 
than 9 years. 

Mr. Assorr. And Woodrow Wilson at Staunton, Va.? 

Mr. Kanter. That happens to be privately owned. I do not 
know. That is not a national monument. 

Mr. Assorr. But you are not saying that the governing measure 
in the instant case is a general case—would be whether or not the 
person commemorated performed those acts for which he should be 
remembered at the place for the monument? 
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Mr. Kanter. The Advisory Board takes the stand, as one of its 
criteria, it is trying to commemorate the great human associations. 
And if you look over a number of important historic sites, what do 
you find? Take the case of Thomas Jefferson. It is Monticello. 
His birthplace is Shadwell. Take even in the case of George Washing- 
ton—what is commemorated? It is Mt. Vernon even though the Park 
Service does have his birthplace. 

Mr. Assottr. Mr. Chairman, in the numerous bills this committee 
has dealing with the Park Service—and there are many—there have 
been in the past 2 Congresses, I believe, 4 bills to abolish units that 
had previously been designated by the National Park Service as 
worthy of some national stature as a national monument, national 
historical site, something along that line. Do you have a format for 
or a list of, say, 10 or 12, or 6 or 8 requirements which must be met 
before—in the view of the National Parks Advisory Commission or 
the National Park Service—you think a given place achieves the 
stature that dignifies its designation as a unit of the National Park 
Service? 

Mr. Kanter. The Advisory Board has set up criteria in its selection 
of historic sites. Among them, first of all, is national significance. 

Mr. Asrort. At that point. Do vou think that the birthplace of 
a person of Booker T. Washington’s stature qualifies from the stand- 
point of national significance? 

Mr. Kanuer. That as compared—in other words, are you going 
to commemorate a person in three or four different ways? That is 
what the Advisory Board has to consider. Are they going to consider 
all birth sites? 

And I might say, the Advisory Board, as it has been considering 
sites, has become more and more reluctant to consider birthplaces 
for this reason: today more and more persons are born in hospitals, 
they are not born in homes. 

Mr. Assort. I would like to ask: How long did George Washington 
Carver spend at his birthplace? 

Mr. Kanter. I cannot tell you right offhand how many years he 
spent there. But, again, you must consider that in conjunction with 
other sites. The Advisory Board considers all sites that are associated 
with a man. Now, what other site in the case of George Washington 
Carver was more important than his birthplace? You could say 
Tuskegee Institute, but there you run into the problem that the 
founder, the real head of Tuskegee, the one who really developed 
that was not George Washington Carver, it was Booker T. Washington. 

Mr. Assorr. Do you know how many Negroes there are in the 
United States today? 

Mr. Kauter. No, I do not. 

Mr. Asprort. I am informed it is 16 million Negroes. How many 
of the Negroes, 10 percent of our population, have achieved in the 
view of almost every adult a significant national stature? Certainly 
you can name two. George Washington Carver and Booker Wash- 
ington would come to mind immediately, would they not? 

Mr. Kanter. That is right. 

Mr. Assorrt. Insofar as the function of the National Advisory 
Committee 





Mr. Kanter. It is an advisory board. 
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Mr. Assort. Is it not true that the Park Service is not bound by 
any of their conclusions or recommendations? 

Mr. Kauter. They are advisory, and they recommend to the Sec- 
retary; and the Secretary can approve or disapprove their recom- 
mendations. That is correct. And in this instance he has accepted 
their recommendation. 

Mr. Assort. And in those instances where he does not accept their 
recommendations, the reference to their ability to determine these 
things and the standards applied against them, of course, are not the 
things emphasized by the Park Service, but the thing emphasized is 
the Park Service perspective on it. 

That perhaps is argumentative, Mr. Chairman, but I believe our 
record has not, in recent times at least, shown the standards applied 
to measuring whether or not a given area or a given location should 
be designated as a national site. 

Mr. Asprnatt. I think counsel is right, and I am not sure that the 
committee would be inclined to agree with such a policy any more 
than some of us are apparently going to agree with the so-called 
mission 66 which will be released shortly. 

Mr. Kanter. Mr. Chairman, he just asked me what the criteria 
were and I gave him No. 1, national significance. Integrity of the 
site is being considered by the board, availability, accessibility, the 
adaptability to treatment or development, and the problems of main- 
tenance are some of the obvious ones. 

Mr. Assottr. What is integrity of site? 

Mr. Kanter. Integrity of site means you have original workman- 
ship, you have original structures. You are looking for the site as of 
the time when the historic event took place. 

Mr. Assort. That is all. 

Mr. AspinaLL. Thank you very much. Are there any other 
questions? 

The next witness scheduled for appearance this morning is Mr. 
Sidney J. Phillips, president of the Booker T. Washington National 
Monument Foundation. Mr. Phillips, we are glad to have you 
before our committee and shall be glad to listen to your presentation. 


STATEMENT OF SIDNEY J. PHILLIPS, PRESIDENT, BOOKER T, 
WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT FOUNDATION 


Mr. Purups. Mr. Chairman and members, I speak as one who 
was born on a farm at Pike Road, Alabama, in the shadow of Booker 
T. Washington’s influence; who for more than half a century has tried 
to live up to the ideals for which he stood; and who for the past 12 
years has worked continuously to get a permanent and appropriate 
memorial established in his name. 

Being president of the Booker T. Washington National Monument 
Foundation, I wish to say that the Nehi Corp., of Columbus, Ga., 
has made my service available, on a full-time basis, to help perpetuate 
the ideals and teachings of Booker T. Washington. In addition to 
this, the same firm made it possible for me to assist in the war effort by 
helping to organize and collect millions of tons of salvage. I also 
helped to plan programs that resulted in the sale of more than $20 
million worth of war bonds to aid in the war effort. 
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The assistance of this company has been a source of encouragement 
to those of who have tried over the years to carry forward the teachings 
of Booker T. Washington. 

Because of his great contributions to the Nation and the world, we 
feel it is appropriate for the Federal Government to establish a 
national monument at the birthplace of Booker T. Washington in 
Franklin County, Va. 

First, I’d like to state that because of conditions that exist in our 
world today, people need hope and faith and inspiration—particularly 
is this true of the group of which I am a part. Because of conflicting 
ideas and ideologies which are trying to be sold to our citizens, I 
would also like to state that the American people need constant, and 
where possible, permanent reminders of the principles for which this 
land of ours stands. And finally, I’d like to remind you of the fact 
as exemplified in our country. Anything that our Nation does that 
focuses the attention of the world upon the ideals of our democracy 
strengthens our position as a world leader. It is my belief that the 
type of thinking which I am trying to express is the type of thinking 
which will make of us an invincible Nation. 

In keeping with these thoughts, the Federal Government should 
place a monument at the birthplace of Booker T. Washington in 
Franklin County, Va., for the following reasons: 

1. Booker T. Washington was the only American who has ever 
made the long journey from a slave cabin to the Hall of Fame. A 
monument placed at his birthplace by our Government would stand 
as @ permanent tribute—not only to Booker T. Washington but also 
as a tribute to the greatness of our democracy. The erection of such 
& monument would engage the attention of the world press, as well as 
serve as an inspiration to humble Americans of every race and creed. 

2. Booker T. Washington’s teachings are sane and fundamental. 
They contributed many things to our American way of life at a time 
when the affairs of our Nation were, perhaps, at their lowest ebb. 
They established a platform upon which our various racial elements 
could work. They indicated a manner in which an impoverished 
section could work through all of its people to get upon its feet. They 
sought to build goodwill among people of all races and creeds and 
were instrumental in helping to establish an interesting link between 
two great sections of our country. A monument at the birthplace of 
Booker T. Washington would help to keep alive in the hearts of 
America’s people the saneness of these ideals that wrought so much 
good for our land. 

3. It is in keeping with American traditions to establish monuments 
or memorials at the birthplace of men and women who have contribu- 
ted in some form to our national well-being. Work is a powerful 
factor in the progress of any nation. Booker T. Washington, more 
so than any other American, taught millions of people the glory and 
glory and dignity of work well done. Our Federal Government has 
established a number of splendid memorials to Americans for other 
virtues and accomplishments. It is fitting that a monument be 
established to do honor to an apostle of labor. 

4. Throughout the length and breadth of our land there are thou- 
sands of solid, sound, hard-working citizens whose lives are memorials 
built by the philosophy of Booker T. Washington for the good of 
America. In every library of any size throughout the world will be 
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found a copy of “Up From Slavery”, an autobiography of Booker T. 
Washington, which, according to Dr’ R. E. Parks, late faculty mem- 
ber of the University of Chicago—is the greatest success story ever 
written by a self-made American. It has inspired more people in 
every part of the world than any other writing of its kind. 

5. In our opinion, an appropriate last monument could take many 
forms, but we suggest: The restoration of a typical plantation settle- 
ment—with the owner’s house and slave quarters—the kind where 
Booker T. Washington was born; the establishment of a museum 
showing the progress of his race, with such historical documents, 
dioramas, paintings, etc., that can be found and which are suitable. 
There would also a photographs of civic, religious, fraternal, educa- 
tional and political personalities. In this category should be included 
the 23 Congressmen and Senators who served between 1868 and 1895; 
in the 20th Century, former Congressmen DePriest and Mitchell, 
plus members of the 84th Congress, Congressman William L. Dawson, 
Illinois; Congressman A. Clayton Powell, New York, and Congress- 
man Charles C. Diggs, Jr., Michigan. These and other important 
documents, such as replicas of important inventions; samples of the 
Negro’s contributions in literature, art and the sciences, and their 
progress in industry and labor will be preserved as a constant reminder 
of the progress made by American Negroes under our democratic 
form of government. In addition to the above there should be parks 
and recreational areas and such other facilities as the National Park 
Service may deem necessary. 

It is fitting that through the Federal Government the American 
people establish a monument at the birthplace of Booker T. Wash- 


ington to express their appreciation for his labors. 


BOOKER T. WASHINGTON’S LIFE—A CHRONOLOGY 


1856: Born a slave on the James Burrough’s plantation, April 5, 
in Franklin County, Va. 

1862: Given his first shirt which was made out of tow or flax and 
was very uncomfortable. 

1863: Wore his first pair of shoes. 

1865: Assembled with other slaves at “big house” to hear reading 
of the Emancipation Proclamation. Moved with mother, Jane 
oe brother John and sister, Amanda, to new home in Malden, 

. Va. 

1866: Persuaded his mother to adopt a friend, James B. Washington, 
into the family. 

1867: Secured his first book—Webster’s Blue-back Speller. 

1868: Hired as houseboy in the family of General and Mrs. Lewis 
Ruffner at $6 per month including board. 

1871: Attempted to enter night school with the only name he had— 
Booker, to which he himself added a surname, to make it Booker T. 
Washington. 

1872: Set out for Hampton Institute, a distance of 500 miles, with 
$1.50 in his pocket, via Richmond, Va., where he got work on a ship 
wharf during the day and slept under a bridge at night. He continued 
his journey to Hampton on foot and wagon. Gained entrance to 
Hampton Institute by cleaning a room as his examination. Mrs. 
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Mackie, the lady principal, inspected his work with a white handker- 
chief to reveal any dust or dirt. 

1874: Death of his mother. 

1875: Graduated from Hampton Institute. Returned to Malden, 
W. Va., to teach in school he attended as a boy. 

1878: Entered Wayland Seminary, Washington, D. C., for a year 
of study. Made speeches in West Virginia, during Garfield cam- 
paign, in the interest of establishing the State Capitol at Charleston. 

1879: Invited to speak at Hampton Institute—his subject, ‘“The 
Force That Wins”. Returned to Hampton Institute to be House 
Father to a group of Indian students, and took on duties of instructor 
in the night school. 

1881: Invited to Alabama to take principalship of a proposed 
school for colored people at Tuskegee—June 15. Opened Foskiaes 
. Normal Colored School July 4, with 30 students, in Butler’s Chapel, 
A.M. E. Z. Church. Borrowed $500 from General J. F. B. Marshall 
to purchase 500-acre farm which became the present site of Tuskegee 
Institute. 

1882: Married Miss Fannie N. Smith of Malden, W. Va. Secured 
yee for new buildings for teaching of trades. Started night school 
classes. 

1883—Birth of daughter, Portia M. Washington at Tuskegee. 
Received visit from General S. C. Armstrong, who came from Hampton 
to inspect his work. 

1884—Death of wife, Mrs. Fannie N. Washington—May4. Visited 
by Miss Mary F. Mackie, lady principal of Hampton Institute, who 
gave him his famous ‘Sweeping Examination”. Planned with Gen- 
eral Armstrong to go on tour of Northern States. Accepted invita- 
tion to address National Education Association at Madison, Wis. 

1885—Graduated first class at Tuskegee. Married Miss Olivia 
Davidson of Ohio, August 11. 

1886—Raised funds for expansion of Tuskegee. 

1887: Birth of son, Booker Taliaferro Washington IT. 

1889: Birth of second son, Ernest Davidson Washington. Death 
of Mrs. Olivia Davidson Washington. Secured gift of 25,000 acres of 
mineeel land for Tuskegee Institute from the Congress of the United 

tates. 

1890: Organized Farmer’s Conference at Tuskegee, later called 
Annual Tuskegee Negro Conference. 

1891: Carried on a special campaign in Northern States to raise 
funds to carry on his program. 

1892: Wrote articles for Southern press on ‘‘needs of Negro ministry 
of the South’. Founded Workers’ Conference. 

1893: The Tuskegee Normal Colored School incorporated by the 
Alabama Legislature under the name of “Tuskegee Normal and 
Industrial Institute’. Married Miss Margaret James Murray, a 
graduate of Fisk University. 

1894: Pleaded with a congressional committee for a large Federal 
grant-in-aid of the Atlanta Cotton State Exposition which was held 
in 1895. 

1895: President Grover Cleveland spent one hour with Booker T. 
Washington visiting the Negro exhibition building during the Cotton 
State Exposition. “Delivered famous Atlanta exposition address Sep- 


tember 18. Offered position Judge of Awards in the department of 
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education of Atlanta, Ga. Received congratulations from President 
Grover Cleveland on Atlanta address. 

1896: Received honorary degree of master of arts from Harvard 
University June 24. The Washington Post urged his appointment 
as member of President McKinley’s Cabinet. livered commence- 
ment address at Harvard University. Invited Dr. George Washing- 
ton Carver to join agricultural staff at Tuskegee Institute. Secured 
legislation from the State of Alabama establishing Agricultural Re- 
search and Experiment Station at Tuskegee. 

1897: Received offer of $10,000 and expenses from Central Lyceum 
Bureau of Chicago, Ill., for exclusive control of his lectures. De- 
livered address at dedication of the Robert Gould Shaw Monument 
in Boston Mass., May 31. Addressed “open letter” to Louisiana 
State Constitutional Convention; appealed that the Negro voter not 
be disfranchised solely because he was a Negro. 

1898: Began tour of the Southern States to build goodwill. Ad- 
dressed Peace Jubilee in Chicago. President McKinley and Cabinet 
in attendance. Attained his secret ambition to have the President 
of the United States visit his school. President William McKinley 
was “first.” Established University Settlement, an idea adapted to 
rural Negro life which had its beginning at the Marshall Farm at 
Tuskegee. 

1899: Given trip to Europe by Boston friends; sailed May 10, on the 
Friesland of the Red Star Line. Wrote Future of the American Negro, 
published by Small, Maynard & Co. 

1900: Organized and founded the National Negro Business League. 
Wrote Sowing and Reaping, published by L. C. Page & Co., Boston. 
Wrote Up from Slavery, an autobiography. 


1902: Wrote Character Building, published by Doubleday, Page & 
Company. Set up a model village known as Greenwood in Tuskegee. 

1903: Influenced the extension of Tuskegee Railroad to Tuskegee 
Institute. 

1904: Addressed National Education Association in St. Louis, Mo. 
Wrote Working With the Hands, published by Doubleday, Page & 


Co. Erected building in honor of Frederick Douglas at Tuskegee. 
Had first greenhouse constructed at Tuskegee. 

1905: Added Collis P. Huntingdon Hall to Tuskegee campus. 
Persuaded President Theodore Roosevelt to visit Tuskegee Institute. 

1906: Celebrated 25th Anniversary of Tuskegee Institute; ad- 
dresses were given in person by such outstanding Americans as Presi- 
dent Eliot of Harvard University, Andrew Carnegie, the indus- 
trialist, President Abercrombie of the University of Alabama, Secre- 
tary of War William H. Taft, Bishop Galloway of Mississippi, and 
others. Paul Lawrence Dunbar, the famous poet, wrote The Tuske- 
gee Song especially for this occasion. Tuskegee Institute had become 
the foremost industrial school in the world with assets of more than 
$8 million. Established farm demonstration work. Wrote Putting 
the Most Into Life, published by T. Y. Crowell Co. 

1907: Wrote Life of Frederick Douglas, published by G. W. Jacobs 
& Co. Delivered address at Jamestown Exposition. Established 
the Anna T. Jeanes Foundation, a Negro rural school fund. 

1909: Interested the United States Government in Liberia. United 
States Commission to Liberia appointed by President Theodore 
Roosevelt, and Mr. Emmett J. Scott represented Booker T. Washing- 
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ton. Dedicated Baldwin Memorial and Milbank Agricultural Build- 
ings, the gift of Mr. George Eastman. Wrote the Story of the Negro, 
published by Doubleday, Page & Co. 

1910: Received degree of Doctor of Laws from Dartmouth College. 
Dedicated Tompkins’ Dining Hall and White Hall on Tuskegee 
campus. Influenced the establishment of the general education 
board. Invited President Roosevelt to become member of the board 
of trustees of Tuskegee Institute. Opened first summer school for 
teachers. Went to Europe to study conditions among peasants. 

1911: Established the Phelps-Stokes Fund and Carnegie Founda- 
tion. Wrote My Larger Education, published by Vosiiedae, Page 
& Co. 

1912: Established first Annual Clinic at Tuskegee Institute Hospital. 
Assisted in the publication of the first edition of the Negro Year Book. 
Wrote “The Man Farthest Down,” published by Doubleday, Page & 
Company. Delivered principal address at International Conference 
with representatives from Europe, Africa, West Indies, United States 
and South America present. 

1913: Accepted gift from Mrs. Charles E. Mason to erect John A. 
Andrew Memorial Hospital. Influenced the establishment of first 
Rosenwald School built at Notasulga which finally grew to 5,000 
schools in 1,000 countries at a cost of $30 million, employing 1,500 
teachers, with student bodies of 750,000 annually. Addressed Fourth 
American Peace Congress, St. Louis—May 1. During the presidencies 
of Roosevelt and Taft from 1901-13, his contacts with the White 
House on behalf of the Negroes were constant and constructive. Both 
Presidents called upon him for advice, accepted his judgment and 
trusted his discretion. 

1914: Founded National Negro Health Week. Established ‘‘Bald- 
win Farms” colony. Delivered addresses at Battle Creek, Mich., 
January 8-12; Memphis, Tennessee, May 8; Norfolk, Virginia, 
November 12. 

1915: Addressed National Negro Business League, August 19. 
Had powerplant and laundry constructed on campus of Tuskegee 
Institute. Addressed American Missionary Association and National 
Council of Congregational Churches. Gave last Sunday evening 
talk to teachers and students in the Institute Chapel, Sunday, October 
17th. The subject: Team Work. Booker T. Washington died in 
his home at Tuskegee Institute, Alabama, November 14. Buried 
November 17 on the campus of Tuskegee Institute, Alabama. 

America with its beautiful traditions, its shining record of achieve- 
ment, its wonderful opportunities—is a land of many people. The 
more than 13 million of these that belong to the Negro race are an 
accepted part of this beloved land of ours. They have helped to 
clear its forests, dam its rivers, build its factories, and till its soil. 
They have been taught to revere its laws, to be loyal to its precepts 
and to die for its honor. 

Booker T. Washington, born of slave parents in Franklin County, 
Virginia, and often referred to as the Moses of his race, has entail: 
uted much to shaping the lives of these millions of people along lines 
that have developed them into good Americans. By urging the mem- 
bers of his race to acquire those qualities and fundamental virtues 
which go to make men and women useful members of society through 
practical, purposeful work, he made a lasting contribution to the com- 
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mon good of all the people of our America. Thus he lifted the veil 
of ignorance from his people and pointed the way to progress through 
education and industry. 

The birthplace of Booker T. Washington is located 1 mile east of 
Rocky Mount, Va., on Route 40. Thence 16 miles northeast on 
Route No. 122. Thence one-fourth mile east on private road leading 
to house (25 miles southwest of Roanoke, Va.). The place is 
known as the ‘Old Burroughs Home,” the name being taken from 
the Burroughs family who owned it as early as 1833. The Burroughs 
family house is still standing. The cabin in which Booker T. Wash- 
ington was born was located some little distance from this building, 
and only the foundation can be seen now. Other slave quarters can 
also be located by the foundations of the cabins. 

Perhaps there is no spot in Franklin County more fraught with 
interest to the world at large than the humble place where Booker T. 
Washington, the greatest Negro Educator of all time, first saw the 
light. In his book ‘Up From Slavery’’ he says that he was born in 
Franklin County, near Hale’s Ford, but he does not know the date 
of his birth. 

In the Court Records of Franklin County, Will Book 12, page 150, 
are listed the slaves of James Burroughs: 

One Negro man, Monroe, $600; 1 Negro woman, Sophia, $250; 1 Negro man, 
Lee, $1,000; 1 Negro boy, Green, $800; 1 Negro girl, Mary Jame, $800; 1 Negro 
girl, Sally, $700; 1 Negro woman, Jane, $250 (mother of Booker T.); 1 Negro 
boy, John, $550 (brother of Booker T.); 1 Negro boy, Booker, $400 (Booker T. 
Washington); 1 Negro girl, Amanda, $200 (Booker’s sister). 

(Signed) B. N. Hatcuer, 
JAMES WRIGHT, 
T. Howuanp, 

Teste: Ropert A. Scort, C. F. C. 

James Burroughs had 13 children. Three of his sons, J. William, 

C. Frank, and Thomas R., served in the Confederate Army. William 
was killed at the Battle of Kelly’s Ford, March 17, 1863, and Frank 
was badly wounded there. Thomas was wounded in a later battle. 
In his book, “Up From Slavery,” published by Doubleday, Page & 
Co., New York, 1901, on pages 12 and 13, Booker T. Washington 
says— 
During the Civil War one of my young masters was killed, and two were severely 
wounded. I recall the feeling of sorrow which existed among the slaves when they 
heard of the death of ‘‘Marse Billy.’ It was no sham sorrow, but real. Some 
of the slaves had nursed ‘“‘Marse Billy,”’ others had played with him when he was 
child. When the two young masters were brought home wounded, the sympathy 
of the slaves was shown in many ways. They were just as anxious to assist in the 
nursing as the family and relatives of the wounded. Some of the slaves would 
even beg for the privilege of sitting up at night to nurse their wounded masters. 

All through this book Booker T. Washington keeps in mind the 
names of his old associates on the Burroughs plantation. 

On September 10th, 1936, Congressman Mitchell came to Rocky 
Mount, Va., and addressed a large gathering assembled in front 
of the County Court House, on the subject of a memorial at the birth- 
place of the great Negro Educator, Booker T. Washington. The 
audience was most enthusiastic, and a large concourse of people, white 
and colored accompanied the Congressman to the Burroughs home 
where Booker T. Washington was born. The site of the old cabin was 
definitely located and an iron spike driven in the spot where the chim- 
ney stood. 
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Sources of information used in this research were court! records, 
clerk’s office, Franklin County, Rocky Mount, Va., Booker T. 
Washington’s autobiography, ‘‘Up From Slavery” and “The Cam- 
paign of Stuart’s Cavalry” by H. B. McClellan. 

Informants: Walter St. Clair, Recky Mount, Va., who married 
into the Burroughs family; Henry Swain, Negro, Union Hall, Va., 
played with Booker T. Washington when they were children. 

This compilation of facts taken from pamphlet 112 of the Works 
Progress of Virginia Historical Inventory. Research made by Ann 
Ss. on of Rocky Mount, Virginia, November 1937. 

Booker T. Washington’s contribution to our American way of life. 

Our common destinies are so closely bound together in this land of 
ours that whatever affects the “‘health, economics, education, etc., 
of any group has a direct bearing upon all groups.” The scope of 
Booker T. Washington’s contributions to our American way of life 
may be noted in the following: 

1. At a time when the problem of shaping the lives of the newly 
freed slaves along right channels was one of grave concern to our 
Nation, he founded Tuskegee Institute and through it developed a 
program of industrial education which secured world-wide attention. 

2. He used this project to build greater good-will between North 
and South, white and black. 

3. He organized the National Negro Business League which helped 
to make its members greater assets to their various communities; 
The National Negro Teachers Association which worked to lower 
ignorance in our land; The National Medical Association, Negro 

ealth Week, and the Tuskegee Annual Negro Clinic, all of which 
have had a significant bearing upon the Nation’s health, and The 
Tuskegee Negro Farmers’ Conference which aimed to increase the 
produetivity of the Southland. 

4. He was a trusted adviser of Presidents on all matters pertainin 
to the welfare of the Negro. He was counsellor to other men in high 
places and particularly to heads of organizations that wielded large 
educational influences. Outstanding among these was the General 
Educational Board, a Rockefeller benefaction. 

5. He was responsible for the interest and influence which led to 
the establishment of the Jeanes Fund which proved itself a godsend 
to the poorest parts of rural America. 

6. It was through Booker T. Washington that Mr. Rosenwald 
was led to make possible more than 5,000 rural schools for Negro 
children in nearly 1,000 counties at a cost of nearly $30 million, 
thereby providing for the education of nearly three-quarters of a 
million children and giving employment to 1,500 educational workers. 
What the ST ceeaieil aaaeaaee has meant to the South is impossible 
to estimate. 

7. He secured a Negro building at the Atlanta Exposition and made 
his famous Atlanta address which pointed the way for black and white 
America to work together for the building of a stronger, better America 
for each group. He also secured a Negro building at the World’s 
Fair Exposition at Jamestown, Va. 

8. In 1909 he instituted the movement to industrialize the Republic 
of Liberia, thus carrying his policy of “‘a good citizen is a working 
citizen” into other lands. 





BOOKER T. WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT, VIRGINIA 19 


9. He wrote a large number of books setting forth the dignit 
beauty, and civilizing power of intelligently, directed labor, aad 
containing programs of race adjustment and race development built 
along sane, fundamental lines. These had great influence amo 
millions of Americans. According to Dr. R. E. Parks of the st 
of the University of Chicago “Of all the success stories that have been 
written of our self-made Americans not one has inspired more people 
in every part of the world than Booker T. Washington’s Up From 
Slavery. It has been translated into 10 different languages.’ 

10. He was the greatest Negro leader of all times. His philosophy 
has had more influence upon the thinking people of America than any 
other Negro in history. Dr. Charles hot, resident of Harvard 
University, summed up the character of Booker T. Washington in 
these words: 


Teacher, wise helper of his race, a good servant of God and his country. 


Excerpts from the University of Virginia Newsletter by Hobart F. 
- elson, managing director, the Virginia Travel Council, Richmond, 

a. 

1. From a year-long study made 5 years ago, during which the 
Virginia State Highway Commission stopped 5,000 cars a season and 
personally interviewed the occupants, the average occupancy was 
determined to be 2.2 persons per car. By applying these figures to the 
last fiscal year traffic flow compilations, the number that visited 
Virginia by motor car is recorded as 32,288,000 persons. 

2. Educational travel also is becoming a big economic factor, as 
evidenced by the fact that more than 4,000 classes of schools from all 
parts of the United States visit some part of Virginia each year. In- 
telligent travel for the purpose of self-improvement is being cultivated 
by many of Virginia’s attractions today, notably Colonial Williams- 
burg. Some of the Nation’s colleges and schools are using summer 
tours and in some instances established summer camps, for both 
recreational and educational purposes. 

3. The work of many of these volunteer groups resulted in the 
poerrston and present development of the National Historical 

arks in Virginia and the Shenandoah National Park, by the National 
Park Service. 

4. Virginia is exceedingly fortunate in having a research-minded 
highway commission, which conducts a continuous study of the volume 
of travel on its highways and the composition of this travel. There- 
fore, we are able to state with its authority, that during the fiscal 
1952-53 year that 21 percent of the total volume of travel on Virginia’s 
highway was by passenger cars licensed in other States. 

5. The approximately 1,500,000 acres of national forests, lakes, 
and ponds, due to long-range planning and years of effort by State 
and Federal authorities, are now largely open to visitors for hunting 
and fishing, having been restocked and made producers of an adequate 
supply of game and fish for the first time in generations. 

hese, together with the beaches, the mountain resorts, the mag- 
nificent scenery, the famous old and new gardens, the friendliness 
and courtesy of Virginians are the major reasons for Virginia’s having 
the largest volume of visitation of any State in the Union. 

6. Governor Thomas B. Stanley in an address made when he was 
a candidate for Governor, advocated steps to increase Virginia’s 
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revenue from the travel trade to a figure of a billion dollars. When 
it was formed 5 years ago, the Virginia Travel Council adopted this 
figure as its objective. To reach such an objective not only requires 
an addition to the less than $200,000 a year expended by Virginia on 
all types of State advertising, but also to sell the people of Virginia 
on the dollar value of travel. To double the length of stay of the 
individual visiting Virginia would more than attain the billion dollar 
goal. To accomplish this feat would require an intensive educational 
campaign within the State, aimed at the potential salesman for 
Virginia. 
(The exhibits attached to Mr. Phillips’ statement follow:) 

Exhibit of States and parts of States lying wholly or partly within a 500-mile radius of 


Tuskegee, Ala., and Booker Washington Birthplace, Va., showing the estimated 
population of such States, January 1, 1955 


TUSKEGEE, ALA. 


Se I Aes 6 a deeb ide bmdodbdiddtndodadwtdha 3, 100, 000 
Rid iia b SRS dé luiaihih cadena chicas 2, 200, 000 
Louisiana, including New Orleans_........-............-....--. 3, 000, 000 
Arkansas, Little Rock and Hot Springs excluded__-.......------ 1, 900, 000 
*Missouri, all large cities excluded.__...........-....-------.- 4, 200, 000 
WG ONG a rc os ss Ud ss a bee bok at dLiiewtine 3, 400, 000 
Ghvbhette eeliiias . bau e. bibs. Sie iicds eds cae eintdels 3, 700, 000 
Florida, Miami and East Coast resorts excluded_..........-.--. 3, 600, 000 
South Carolina, I 2, 300, 000 
*North Carolina, including Charlotte. ..........-...---.------ 4, 300, 000 
Kentucky, including Louisville. _...............-....--.-.---. 3, 000, 000 
*Illinois, all large cities excluded_-.-...............-..-------- 9, 200, 000 
*Indiana, all large cities excluded__._..........-...-...-.-.--- 4, 300, 000 
i a 3, 700, 000 
"TOR Peas 84) Se FO i a i a 51, 900, 000 
*Less States only slightly included_............------- — 25, 700 000 
et pensialiet SOA...» nonesisdenenenseneeneeecannsa 26, 200, 000 
BOOKER WASHINGTON BIRTHPLACE, VA. 
iiath, Nees. Sh S60) 0 tLe db ah dbn Ssh hak cots 3, 700, 000 
Barth Copelinn, GRtTe.. <6 n4- ccvcsntcndncenmenccsenmempesnpaca 4, 300, 000 
dete SOUGMED. ORRUR. 65. 6 nt sete ndeesnwetantitebe de pase oat 2, 300, 000 
Georgia, including Atlanta, Macon, Savannah, Augusta, Rome, 

I ge al desi nn cn lee hes oe a re aa ae ae 3, 700, 000 
Tennessee, including Nashville, Knoxville, Chattanooga_-_...-.--- 3, 400, 000 
Kentucky, including Louisville, Lexington, Frankfort. .-.......--- 3, 000, 000 
I nines ih citinn aie hibit iet cerlren tna rae’ ciple 8, 700, 000 
rh Ci, MTL... .0, Sainte aunekeokentem amet t Ge abee sk emaieeie 2, 000, 000 
TUIMAVT VN, Creme: oe oUt ca bn de leceseakisses 10, 900, 000 
Un, GENO SiS ak LU A bbs aie ddnkdide'’ 2, 600, 000 
Delaware, Gtr cisisiics sine si. Jncibibsl wbtanewnseaien’ sadce 370, 000 
TOI OUI II iii 8 i i emt bits ts ine hich aaebdiieirein 5, 300, 000 
New York, including Buffalo and New York Boroughs---.--.----- 15, 500, 000 
Indiana, including Indianapolis__-_- --- Subs Va ddasswba tea Ghaabde 4, 300, 000 
*Connecticut, all large cities excluded_.........---------------- 2, 300, 000 
Michiasin. incléding Deteolts ... 156 -< ccnsdecnecsucsasecacecsesne 7, 100, 000 
eB SS RR RT a ee eae er a ee 900, 000 

Total Bieta (FFF oss i se eee rade oe tbh Aiise 80, 300, 000 
*Less States only slightly included_.........-...----..- — 2, 300, 000 
78, 000, 000 


Source: Information Please Almanac for 1956. 
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Exhibit of United States cities having population of 100,000 or greater situated within 
500 miles of Tuskegee, Ala., and Booker Washington Birthplace, Va. 


TUSKEGEE, ALA. 


DECREE, ne oe ga 331, 000 | Memphis, Tenn----_----_-- 396, 000 
Baton Rouge, La____-_---- 125, 000 | Mobile, Ala------------- 129, 000 
Birmingham, Ala_-_-_------ 326, 000 | Montgomery, Ala___----_- 106, 000 
Charlotte, N. C-.----.-.--- 134, 000 | Nashville, Tenn__--------- 174, 000 
Chattanooga, Tenn_------ 131, 000 | New Orleans, La__-------- 570, 000 
Evansville, Ind_---_------ 128, 000 | Savannah, Ga_--_-_-_------ 119, 000 
Jacksonville, Fla_-_------- 204, 000 | Tampa, Fla____---------- 124, 000 
Knoxville, Tenn___-----_-- 124, 000 —_—_——_ 
ROUTE BS s > oneness 369, 000 I dead oseaaak 3, 490, 000 
BOOKER WASHINGTON BIRTHPLACE, VA. 

Allentown, Pa-_---_----- = 107, 000 | Nashville, Tenn___---_--- 174, 000 
Atlanta, Ga_.._--.-__-_- 331, 000 | New York, N. Y_--_____- 7, 900, 000 
Baltimore, Md_.---------- 949, 000 | Newark, N. J_----------- 438, 000 
ete dee Eek 2254 isi 580, 000 | Norfolk, Va___---------- 213, 000 
Camden, N. J....-------- 124, 000 | Paterson, N. J_---------- 129, 000 
ee Se ee 116, 000 | Philadelphia, Pa_-___----__ 2, 000, 000 
Charlotte, N. C_.-------- 134, 000 | Pittsburgh, Pa_.------- es 676, 000 
Chattanooga, Tenn__------ 131, 000 | Reading, Pa_------ sone tea 109, 000 
Cincinnati, Ohio - - - ------ 915, 000 | Richmond, Va-_-_--_------- 230, 000 
Cleveland, Ohio_--------- 503, 000 | Savannah, Ga_---_-_------ 119, 000 
Columbus, Ohio-- -------- 376, 000 | Scranton, Pa_____------- 125, 000 
Dayton, Ohio _._.---__-- 243, 000| Toledo, Ohio___-------__- 303, 000 
Detroit, Mich.........-.-- 1, 800, 000 | Trenton, N. J__------- de 128, 000 
Elizabeth, N. J. ..------- 109, 000 | Washington, D. C___----- 802, 000 
Bite Baits sei Hrd 3% 116, 000 | Wilmington, Del__------- 110, 000 
Fort Wayne, Ind_-------- 133, 000 | Yonkers, N. Y-.----.----- 152, 000 
Indianapolis, Ind__------- 427, 000 | Youngstown, Ohio___----_-_ 168, 000 
Jersey City, N. J..------- 299, 000 —_——— 
Knoxville, Tenn_-_-_---.--- 124, 000 WOE Wii sis eens 21, 672, 000 
Louisville, Ky__.-------- 369, 000 


Source: U.S. Census, 1950. 





LetrER From HONORABLE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, Dovucitas McKay, 
to Mrs. Portia WASHINGTON PiTTMAN, JUNE 30, 1954 


Unitep States DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., June 30, 1954. 
Mrs. PortiA WASHINGTON PITTMAN, 
1542 Ninth Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mrs. Pitrman: I appreciate receiving your telegram of June 8, ex- 
pressing your gratitude for any efforts I might be able to put forth to help make 
the birthplace of your father, Booker T. Washington, a national shrine. 

I have always had the highest regard for your father’s outstanding contributions, 
both as an educator and as a great American citizen. I shall be happy to do what- 
ever I can to help memorialize his outstanding work in an appropriate way. 

All pertinent material and factors will be considered in formulating our report 
on the bill, H. R. 9416, to provide for the establishment of the Booker T. Wash- 
ington National Monument. I shall approach the preparation of the report on 
this bill with the fullest understanding. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Dovuetas McKay, 
Secretary of the Interior. 


Mr. Pui.urps. Supporting the statement which I have just made, 
I have here with me telegrams from Selma University, Stillman Col- 
lege at Tuscaloosa, teachers of the Kentucky State Teachers Associa- 
tion, the Georgia Teachers Association, the president of Storer College, 
the president of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University, the 


74131—56—-4 
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president of West Virginia State College. We have a statement from 
the Arkansas Baptist College, Miles College of Birmingham, the 
Virginia Teachers Association. We have telegrams from the National 
Association of Colored Womens Clubs, from the Alabama State 
Teachers Association, the president of Bishop College, the secretary 
of the National Baptist Convention, representing 4,500,000 Baptists, 
the American Teachers Association, with membership of 75,000, and 
Mr. Saunders of the Elks. 

All of these messages we have in interest of this, and I would like 
for them to become a part of the record also. 

Mr. Asprnatu. As I understand it, those telegrams to which you 
have made reference are all in support of this legislation. Is that 
correct? 

Mr. Puiuurps. That is right; yes, sir. 

Mr. AsprnaLuL. With that understanding, in order not to fill up 
the record too much, unless there is an objection, the telegrams to 
which Mr. Phillips made reference will be made a part of the file, 
with the understanding they do show the support of the institutions 
and individuals to which you have made reference in your statement. 
Is there objection? 

Hearing none, it is so ordered. 

(The telegrams referred to will be found in the files of the com- 
mittee.) 

Mr. Puiuurs. Mr. Chairman—— 

Dr. Mitusr. Mr. Phillips, do you have letters from governors and 
others that you want to make a part of the file? 

Mr. Putuurps. Yes, sir; I was just coming to that. 

Mr. AspInALL. Proceed with what you have. 

Mr. Putuurps. The first group of letters that I have are from Con- 
gressmen and governors which were received in the 83d Congress, 
and we only make reference to them as a list of names and dates of 
which they wrote these letters. I would like to see that in the record. 

Mr. AsPINALL. Let me ask you this question: Is the list to which 

ou make reference there, the same as the notation relative to the 
etters that I hold in my hand, or are they other letters? 

Mr. Puiuurps. These are letters you do not hold in your hand. 

Mr. AsPINALL. Without objection, the list will be made part of 
the record. 

(The following is a list of State governors and Members of Congress 
who addressed letters to Mr. S. J. Phillips, president of the Booker T. 
Washington Birthplace Memorial, with reference to H. R. 9416 of the 
83d Congress. The majority of these letters indicated endorsement 
of the legislation :) 
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Letters of endorsement from State governors in support of H. R. 9416, 88d Cong. 











Name State Date Name State Date 
20 || Thomas B. Stanley....| Virginia_........| July 7 
‘ George N. Craig...-.... July 8 
21 || J. Bracken Lee-.- ‘ -| July 9 

° arley E. Johns......| Florida 23 || Frank G. Clement - -| Do. 
William G. Stratton... 26 || Hugh Gregg------..--- July 30 
William C. Morland-- 30 || Lee E. Emerson....... July 19 
George N. Craig...-... In 8 || J. Caleb Boggs..-.-..- Dela a Aug. 17 
Robert F. Kennon- --- . 3 || Gordon Persons--.-..-- Aug. 20 
J. Hugo Aronson. -.-.-.- tana . §& || C, Elmer Anderson-.--| Minnesota------ Aug. 19 
De J. Roberts. --..- Rhode Island...| July 14 |} Dan Thornton-----_..- Colorado........ July 12 
C. J. (Doc) Rogers....| Wyoming-_--...- July 20 || Herman E. Talmadge-_| Georgia._-...... July 19 
Christian A. Herter...| Massachusetts..| July 9 || Walter J. Kohler_....-. Wisconsin... ..- July 20 
John 8. Fine--.......- Pennsylvania...| July 8 || Robert B. Meyner_-...| New Jersey ----- July 22 
Robert B. Crosby-.---- Nebraska. -....-- July 9 |} Charles H. Russell_...| Nevada._.....--. July 13 
Frank J. Lausche---.. NPD tes Senate Do. Arthur B. Langlie_.... Washington...-- July 23 


Letters of endorsement received from United States Senators in support of H. R. 941 





83d Cong. 
Name State Date Name State Date 
Paul H. Douglas. .....| Mlinois.......... Aug. 14 || Warren G. Magnuson.| Washington__--- Aug. 16 
Margaret Chase Smith.| Maine.-_........| Aug. 13 | Leverett Saltonstall...| Massachusetts._| Aug. 17 
Walter F. George... .- Albert Gore. --......--- Aug. 16 
Wallace F. Bennett_-_- Hubert H. Humphrey- Do. 
Barry Goldwater-.--.---. John Sherman Cooper. Aug. 18 


Richard B. Russell. - - - 


Matthew M. Neely.___| West Virginia__-| Aug. 19 








Guy M. Gillette_.....- Everett McKinley | Illinois........-- Aug. 18 
John J, Williams....... Dirksen, 

Frederick G. Payne--. ‘ Burnet R. Maybank-..| South Carolina..| Aug. 19 
Edward Martin. Pennsylvania...| Sept. 29 || Karl E. Mundt__.....- South Dakota...| Aug. 16 
Francis Case-.--. South Dakota...| Aug. 21 || John Marshall Butler__| Maryland---_---- Do. 
George W. Malone...-| Nevada......._- Aug. 19 || George Smathers- ----_- i cedagiaend Aug. 14 
Andrew F. Schoeppel_.| Kamnsas_........- Do. Theodore Francis | Rhode Island__._| Aug. 16 
Edwin C. Johnson. -..-| Colorado.......- Aug. 18 Green. 

Spessard L. Holland...| Florida.......... Aug. 16 || Pat McCarran---_.....}| Nevada-.......-. Do. 
Irving M. Ives.......-. New York. -..... Aug. 17 || Robert C. Hendrick- | New Jersey...... Do, 
John F, Kennedy. .--.. Massachusetts..| Aug. 16 


H, 


son. 
Alexander Smith...| New Jersey. -... Aug. 17 || Alton Lennon.--.-.....- North Carolina.._| Aug. 13 
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Letters of endorsement received from Members of Congress in support of H. R. 9416, 
83d Congress 











1 

Name State Date | Name State Date 
George P. Miller -- ---- California... _- Aug. 16 |} George Grant__....._..| Alabama.........] Aug. 17 
Ernest K. Bramblett--|----- ec nsrenbie Aug. 18 || Paul B. Dague-.______- poameyivenh.. Do, 
John J, Allen, Jr_......]----- a Saakcae Aug. 16 || John Dowdy. .-_-___---- Os eceitnuast 2 Do. 
Py a” | Re, ee ee Aug. 18 || Graham A. Barden--_- North Carolina.| Aug. 18 
George M. Rhodes...-| Pennsylvania_..| Aug. 20 |] Charles B. Deane___.-|....-do-_-.....__- Aug. 20 
Earl Chudoff..........}....-. ida sates Aug. 17 || Lawrence H. Smith._-| Wisconsin... Aug. 18 
Elizabeth Kee________- bag Virginia__ Do. John M. Vorys----..-- To: bom chestedtandd Aug. 20 
Se eee ee Aug 18. || John W. McCormack._| Massachusetts Do. 
Lester Holtzman. -__-- New York. . Aug. 17 |} Richard W. Hoffman--} Ilinois._._.._._- Aug. 18 
Charles A. Wolverton.| New Jersey _- aaa Aug. 16 || Gordon Canfield. --_-_-- New Jersey ---_--. Aug. 21 
John J. Dempsey -.----- New Mexico. --- Do. Gordon H. Scherer....| Ohio..-........- Aug. 18 
Carl Elliott .-.........- Alabama..-..---- Do. Hugh Scott_.....-....- Pennsylvania...| Aug. 20 
Edmund P. Radman..| New York......| Aug. 19 || William M. Me-| Ohio............ Do. 
F. Edward Hébert-_..| Louisiana---__- Do. Culloch. 
Fred E. Busbey- --.-_-. Tilinols..........: Aug. 13 ||} Franklin D. Roose- | New York--..-- Sept. 9 
Jeffrey P. Hillelson....| Missouri_...--..- Aug. 18 velt, Jr. 
Richard Bolling ------ spi ata beste ne 6% Do. J. Vaughn Gary---.-.-- Virginia_.......- Aug. 16 
Philip J. Philbin. --_- Massachusetts Aug. 19 |} William T. Granahan_| Pennsylvania_...| Aug. 18 
Henry O. Talle_..__--- DR isn: Shiki Aug. 14 || Walter Rogers... ----.-- ye Do. 
ee ee Do. Thos, G. Abernethy-.-..| Mississippi_-...-. Do. 
CUE : .. <5 cad SI cecsnead Aug. 13 |} E. C. Gathings_-_---..-- Arkansas...._- Do. 
Harold C. Hagen------ Minnesota. -_.-- Aug. 14 || John D. Dingell__..--- Michigan. - -_--- Do. 
Bob Sikes__.......---- Florida_-__. Aug. 13 ||} Will E. Neal_.-.....-.. West Virginia__.| Aug. 16 
D. Bailey Merrill_.....| Indiana--__-__-- Aug. 16 |} William A. Dawson_...| Utah....-.....-- Do. 
L. H. Fountain--.._--- North Carolina. Do. Charles E. Bennett....}| Florida.........- Aug. 17 
Gerald R. Ford_--..--- Michigan_---__- Aug. 13 || Brady Gentry---.------ PAE Bia eee Do. 
Brent Spencer-.--.-.---- Kentucky.......| Aug. 16 |} Edward J. Robeson, Jr.| Virginia... _...-- Aug. 18 
J. Percy Priest... ....-- Tennessee_.._. _- Do. Bill Lantaff..........- DMR ce ediie Aug. 19 
re ee | ee Arkansas_- . Do. William Jennings } South Carolina_| Aug. 17 
John L. MeMillan..-_| South Carolina..| Do. Bryan Dorn. 
Hale Boggs.........--- Louisiana. -_-_.- Do. Abraham J. Multer....| New York--_-_--- Aug. 26 
J. Pi Rieeetes........-. South Carolina._| Do. Lee Metcalf....-....-- Montana........| Aug. 17 
Frank E, Smith__----- Mississippi--.. -- Do. James P. 8. Devereux.| Maryland_-.---_- Do. 
Harley O. Staggers....| West Virginia... Do. Paul F. Schenck-....-- bikie ceed itee Do. 
Cliff Clevenger. ...-- BN thnk ee Do. Joseph W. Martin..--- Massachusetts - . Do. 
Hal Holmes..........- Washington___-_. Do. Brooks Hays--.-------- Arkansas--.--- Do. 
Edgar A. Jonas........| Illinois.........- Do. F. Ertel Carlyle. ---.--- North Carolina. Do. 
Frank Small, Jr_.......| Maryland-__-.--- Do. Jesse P. Wolcott_.._.-- Michigan. --.--.- Aug. 15 
Joseph P. O’Hara----- Minnesota. - ---- Do. Overton Brooks-.------ uisiana ---...- Aug. 17 
Frank Ikard._._- od “OSS cs ccdciae Do. Edward T. Miller. _--- Maryland. ..---- Do. 
Laurence Curtis- Massachusetts - - Do. Clifford R. Hope------ cma tokude Do. 
DeWitt 8S. Hyde. -| Maryland.......| Do. Eugene J. McCarthy..| Minnesota. ----- Aug. 18 
Cana ‘T's Ween. ccc Nebraska. ..---- Do. 











(The following is a list of Members of Congress who addressed letters 
to Mr. S. J. Phillips, president of the Booker T. Washington Monu- 


ment Foundation with reference to H. R. 6904 (84th Cong.). 


The 


majority of these letters indicated endorsement of the legislation :) 


UNITED STATES SENATORS 


George D. Aiken 
Gordon Allott 
Clinton P. Anderson 
Alben W. Barkley 
George H. Bender 
Wallace F. Bennett 
John W. Bricker 
Styles Bridges 
Prescott Bush 

John Marshall Butler 
Harry Flood Byrd 
Frank Carlson 
Clifford P. Case 
Norris Cotton 

Carl T. Curtis 
Everett McKinley Dirksen 
Paul H. Douglas 
Sam J. Ervin 

Ralph E. Flanders 


Walter F. George 
Albert Gore 
Theodore Francis Green 
Lister Hill 

Spessard L. Holland 
Hubert H. Humphrey 
Irving M. Ives 
William E. Jenner 
Olin D. Johnston 
John F, Kennedy 
Robert 8. Kerr 
Harley M. Kilgore 
William F. Knowland 
William Langer 

John L. MeClellan 
Pat McNamara 
Warren G. Magnuson 
James E. Murray 
Matthew M. Neely 











BOOKER T. WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT, VIRGINIA 25 


UNITED STATES SENATORS—continued 


Richard L. Neuberger 
John O. Pastore 
Frederick G. Payne 
William A. Purtell 
Richard B. Russell 
Andrew F. Schoeppel 
W. Kerr Scott 

George A. Smathers 
H. Alexander Smith 


Margaret Chase Smith 
John J. Sparkman 
Stuart Symington 
Strom Thurmond 
Edward J. Thye 
Arthur V. Watkins 
John J. Williams 
Milton R. Young 


UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVES 


Watkins M. Abbitt 
Thomas G. Abernethy 
Leslie C. Arends 
Thomas L, Ashley 
William H. Avery 
William H, Ayres 
Cleveland M. Bailey 
Howard H. Baker 
John F. Baldwin 
Graham A, Barden 
William A. Barrett 
A. D. Baumhart, Jr. 
John V. Beamer 
Frank J. Becker 
Page Belcher 

John J. Bell 

Alvin M. Bentley 
John A. Blatnik 
Hale Boggs 

Edward P. Boland 
Richard Bolling 
Albert H. Bosch 
Frank T. Bow 
Charles A. Boyle 
Jack B. Brooks 
Overton Brooks 
Charles B. Brownson 
Joel T. Broyhill 
Charles A. Buckley 
Omar Burleson 
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William M. Colmer 
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Telegrams of endorsement were received from: 
s eee a Saunders, director, public relations, Alabama I. B. P. O. O. W., 
une 4, 4, 


; J. ¢ Carrington, chief supervising deputy, Independent Order of St. Lukes, 
une 4. 


’ 7 z Jemison, secretary, National Baptist Convention U. 8. A., Inc., 
une 3. 


. ae Portia Washington Pittman, daughter of Booker T. Washington, 
une 2. 


Mr. Purturps. These letters [indicating] are the same you have, the 
ones I am holding now. 

Mr. Asprnauu. Unless there is objection, we shall be glad to receive 
those letters as part of the file, printing in the record the list of the 
various letters, and this will be done after the staff has read the letters 
to show that they are in support of the legislation. 

Is there objection? 

Hearing no objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. Paruurps. Thank you. 

Mr. Aspinauu. There are a few questions [ am sure the committee 
will have of you. May the committee be informed as to what consti- 
tutes the Nehi Corporation of Columbus, Georgia, how it secures 
its funds, and your relationship to that corporation? 

Mr. Puiturps. Before World War II I was engaged as a special 
representative for the Nehi Corp. to conduct a sales promotion cam- 
paign throughout the United States. 

Mr. Asprnatt. What is the purpose of the Nehi Corp.? 

Mr. Puiurrs. It is a soft-drink concern—makers of Royal Crown 
Cola and Nehi beverages. They donated my service to the war effort 
to collect salvage and to work with the War Finance Division as their 
part of a patriotic gesture to help with the war effort. 

Mr. Asprnau. Are you still employed by the Nehi Corp.? 

Mr. Puuurps. That is right. I might say that a few days after 
Pearl Harbor the daughter of Dr. Washington, Mrs. Pittman, asked 
me if there would be some way that I could assist them in getting 
a memorial established at ther father’s birthplace in Virginia, and 
I went to the Nehi Corp. and told them of Mrs. Pittman’s request. 
Their decision was to donate my service to this effort as their apprecia- 
tion of Booker Washington’s contribution to this country. 

Mr. AsPINALL. You were in the room when the representative from 
the National Park Service gave his testimony. 

What is your position about the place where a memorial should be 
established for the late Booker T. Washington? 

Mr. Puriurrs. We have been at Booker Washington’s birthplace 
for the past 10 years trying in every way to get a memorial or monu- 
ment established there and it has been very encouraging to us to see 
how the people wanted to be on the birthplace of Booker Washington 
and see where he was born. 

Mr. AspPINALL. Is it your opinion that more people are interested 
in the place of his birth, although he remained there for only a few 
years, than there are who are interested in the place where he worked 
and was able to demonstrate his service to his own race and to his 
country? 

Mr. Patuurrs. I believe that the people seem to have a kind of 
sacred feeling for his birthplace, any number of people who have been 
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there, and they say, ‘‘We feel that we are standing on sacred ground to 
be where Booker Washington was born.” 

As I said in my testimony previously, I have never heard them 
make such a statement on the campus of Tuskegee Institute. 

Mr. AspiInauu. Are you a graduate of Tuskegee? 

Mr. Puiuutps. Yes. 

Mr. Asprnatu. And to the best of your knowledge you know of no 

lan to erect such a memorial or any kind of a memorial at that 
institute at the present time in memory of Mr. Washington? 

Mr. Puiturrs. No, I know of no oes they have. I might say 
this: In our efforts to try to do something there we made the request 
of the Post Office Department about a post office. We told them we 
were trying to do domething out there. They readily granted the 
establishment of a post office there in 1948 to help establish national 
significance, and on April 5, the Post Office Department issued 110 
million Booker T. Washington commemorative stamps. National sig- 
nificance has been built up for the place through the 10 years we have 
been out there and with the number of tourists that come through 
Virginia and the great potential—there are people visiting with all 
these classes—it would be a very nice institution or activity of the 
National Park Service. In fact, I helped through our B. T. Wash- 
ington organization to establish the national monument to Dr. Carver 
out in Missouri. 

For the Booker T. Washington birthplace memorial, I think we 
spent pretty close to $50,000 to help carry on the activity until the 
Park Service would take it over. 

Mr. AsprnaLu. You have made direct reference to your work in 
the past. I was going to wait until my colleagues had asked some 
questions, but because of your direct reference I wish to bring up this 
other matter at this time. 

Are you acquainted with Miss Sue R. Slaughter? 

Mr. Puruures. No. 

Mr. Asprnatu. Have you ever had brought to your attention a 
letter under date of October 24, 1955 addressed to the chairman of our 
committee in which Miss Slaughter is critical of the manner in which 
the funds of the Booker T. Washington Memorial Association have 
been handled? 

Mr. Putuuips. Yes, I have seen that. 

Mr. Asprnauu. You have read the letter. As I understand it, you 
are willing to prepare an answer to this letter and file an account of 
the method by which those funds have been received and spent; is 
that correct? 

Mr. Purtures. That is right. 

Mr. Asprnauu. Unless there is an objection, in order to save time 
the answer of Mr. Phillips to this criticism of the handling of the 
funds of the Booker T. Washington Monument Foundation will be 
accepted when it is presented by Mr. Phillips and made a part of the 
record at this point in the hearing, with the understanding that the 
letter from Miss Slaughter will be placed in the record also at this 


point. 
(The letters referred to follow:) 
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Norrouk 7, Va., October 24, 1958. 
In re Booker T. Washington National Monument. 


CuairRMAN, House INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, 
New House Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CHarrman: May I express to your committee an opinion on 
H. R. 6904 and H. R. 6963, being bills “to provide for the establishment of the 
Booker T. Washington National Monument’’? 

I am a white Virginia Democrat, for 10 years an active worker in the field of 
race relations and, recently, in correspondence with Hon. Porter Hardy and 
Hon. William M. Tuck who have advised me to write to you. I have discussed 
the above bills with white and Negro people in various sections of Virginia and 
find that they— 

(a) Favor the establishment of a national monument to Booker T. 
Washington; but 

(b) Oppose any such sum as $200,000 for the purpose. 

Over a period of several years I have had considerable correspondence with a 
large number of people about the now-defunct Booker T. Washington Birthplace 
Memorial whose financial management was under severe criticism. If any of the 
people then active should be in any way involved in transactions connected with 
the establishment of the proposed national monument, I hope careful scrutiny 
will be given all figures submitted. 

The reasons that I consider $200,000 an excessive sum to implement H. R. 6904 
or H. R. 6963 are twofold—practical and theoretical. 

1. According to printed material distributed by the B. T. Washington 
Birthplace Memorial, a 216-acre tract of land (on which B. T. Washington 
was born) was purchased and the Virginia General Assembly appropriated 
the first $15,000 toward establishing the memorial. There were constructed 
a 2-lane driveway, a replica of the slave cabin and four other permanent 
buildings. I understand this was done by memorial students paid by GI 
funds. (Also, of course, a model farm was set up on 350 additional acres 
purchased; but this property was doubtless disposed of in the recent fore- 
closure.) 

Since, then, there has already been bought out of public funds sufficient 
land for public parks and recreational areas, a replica of the birth cabin, four 
buildings which can house relics, records and other articles of national and 
patriotic interest as well as housing park personnel, and an access road, it 
would seem that only a very modest amount of money should now be needed 
to establish a national monument. 

2. An economy-minded Virginia should be the first to protest against 
unnecessary expenditures in its own State. A number of national monuments 
have recently been proposed to honor great Americans. All are worthy of 
support but, if we hope to balance the national budget and, even, to reduce 
the public debt, we must demand that every appropriation be made on a 
realistic and strictly factual basis. To establish and maintain a national 
monument to a Negro is appropriate but Negro leaders with whom I have 
talked believe that a dignified but entirely simple memori | will be most in 
keeping with Booker T. Washington’s character. While your committee 
will, quite naturally, wish to approve all proposals made by confréres, I 
think the vast majority of voters would (if given the chance) outvote any 
small special interests and that they wish to pay only for essentials. 

I urge your committee, therefore, to propose for carrying out the act to create 
the Booker T. Washington National Monument only such sums as can be 
demonstrated to be needed, keeping in mind that tax funds have already paid 
for the physical equipment. 


Yours respectfully, 
Sur R. SLAUGHTER. 


Booxer T. WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT FOUNDATION, 
Booker Washington Birthplace, Va., February 6, 1956. 


Congressman Ciarr ENGLE, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Dear CoNGRESSMAN ENGLE: We are writing in reference to the letter which 
was written to you on October 24, 1955, by Miss Sue R. Slaughter, and her letter 
of January 30, 1956, in which she requested that her letter of October 24th be 
included in the hearing record, which was done on Friday, February 3. 
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Several years ago, Miss Slaughter wrote the Booker T. Washington Birthplace 
Memorial asking several questions about the affairs of the memorial. The 
questions were of such nature that we deemed it necessary to extend an invitation 
to Miss Slaughter to visit and inspect our operation and records. However, she 
stated that she didn’t feel it was necessary to make the trip. At that time we 
were sure that she would not get a true picture of our activities unless this were 
done. We are convinced now, since reading the letter that she requested be 
placed in the hearing record, that she did not understand any of the facts relative 
to our operation. 

We make this statement because she has misinterpreted the facts (in item 
No. 1) when she states: 

‘“* * * According to printed material distributed by the Booker T. Washington 
Birthplace Memorial, a 216-acre tract of land (on which Booker T. Washington 
was born) was purchased, and the Virginia General Assembly appropriated the 
first $15,000 toward establishing the memorial.” 

This is to advise you that the $15,000 which was appropriated in the Virginia 
General Assembly in 1946 was not used until the latter part of 1948 and the early 

art of 1949, with the exception of $5,172.25 which the State of Virginia paid the 

irginia Department of Highways for the cost of constructing the 2-lane drive- 
way. Miss Slaughter claims that this was done by memorial students and paid 
for by GI funds. Her statement is pure speculation. This driveway was built 
in 1946. We did not enroll students under the GI Bill until 1949. Then, too, 
it would have been illegal to have used them. 

We are submitting, herewith, a telegram sent by Mr. Sidney C. Day, Jr., 
comptroller of Virgina, dated February 3, 1956, in which he states that $9,827.75 
was disbursed directly to the memorial for labor and materials for renovation 
on permanent buildings as evidenced by bills attached to vouchers and letters 
from 8. J. Phillips, president. 

This is sufficient proof to show that Miss Slaughter is very much in error when 
she states in her letter of January 30— 

‘‘Inasmuch as the property and necessary buildings have already been paid 
for with tax funds.” 

The $9,827.75 was used as follows: 

1. Restoration of the birth cabin. (Paid in full with State funds). 
2. Renovation cost of the old Burroughs Home (destroyed by fire December 
23, 1950) supplemented with State funds. 
Renovation of Tuck Industrial Hall. 

Therefore, the entire $15,000 appropriation was used on the road, construction 
of the cabin, and repairs on two buildings. 

On January 18, 1955, when the deed of assignment was given a trustee in the 
interest of all creditors, all land and buildings were included in the assets. When 
the trustee sale was held on February 26, 1955, all real and personal properties, 
of the memorial were sold. Therefore, the four buildings, together with the land 
to which Miss Slaughter refers, is under a $16,000 mortgage, plus interest. We 
are certain that Miss Slaughter is not acquainted with the facts regarding the 
Booker T. Washington Birthplace Memorial. 

In Miss Slaughter’s letter she stated,““* * * I have had considerable correspond- 
ence with a large number of people about the now defunct Booker T. Washington 
Memorial whose financial management was under severe criticism.’’ Booker T. 
Washington once said “that you can always tell what kind of a person an indi- 
vidual is by asking his next door neighbor.” All the criticism we have had was 
by individuals who had never visited the memorial or any of its activities. It is 
true that we, perhaps, made some errors in our management, but we were doing 
what we thought best as individuals who were responsible for trying to develop 
a service memorial to Booker T. Washington. I can truthfully say that there 
has been no type of dishonesty on the part of any individual connected with the 
Booker T. Washington Birthplace Memorial. 

Miss Slaughter states, ‘‘If any of the people then active should be in any way 
involved in transactions connected with the establishing of the proposed national 
monument, I hope careful scrutiny be given all figures submitted.’ 

We regard this as an uncalled-for statement because the lady is writing without 
knowledge of the facts; then too, we know the Federal Government has capable 
people to handle matters where finance is concerned. In addition to this, the 
value of the land and buildings far exceed the $16,000 plus the interest. 

I trust you will pardon this lengthy letter, however, it seems that this way is 
=e only way that I could say the important things relative to Miss Slaughter’s 
etter, 





BOOKER T, WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT, VIRGINIA 31 


We appreciate the consideration which you and your associates are giving the 
as legislation for establishing a national monument at the birthplace of 
ooker T. Washington. 
Yours truly, 
S. J. Puiwuips, President. 


Ricumonp, Va., February 3, 1056. 
8. J. Pxrurps, 
Care George Sole 
Ritz Hotel, Washington, D. C. 


1946 appropriation of $15,000 to Booker T. Washington Birthplace Memorial 
was disbursed as follows: Direct to the memorial, care 8. J. Phillips, president 
to reimburse the memorial for labor and materials for renovation of permanent 
buildings as evidenced — attached to vouchers and letters from 8S. J. Phil- 
Sean Oe Virginia Department of Highways for cost of construction road, 

172.25. 


Sipney C. Day, Jr., 
Comptroller of Virginia. 

Mr. Puiuuips. I would like to say, Mr. Chairman, in regard to that 
that I called the State treasurer of Virginia and he promised to send 
a wire here. Mrs. Slaughter has made several statements in her 
letter which are not based on fact, and I do not know whether you 
would want to place anything in the record not as of fact or not. 

Mr. Aspinauu. The Chair would suggest that you make any answer 
you wish to for the simple reason that the acting chairman of this 
committee has heard some of this criticism throughout the last 3 or 
4 years and he thinks that you, Mr. Phillips, should have the right 
to answer that and show how the funds have been expended. Of 
course, I understand that it is your position that you can show 
how those moneys have been expended. 

Mr. Puiturps. Mr. Chairman, may I say this now? This is a full 
page statement showing the facts and accomplishments of Booker T. 

ashington Memorial covering a 9-year period. Sometimes when 
you separate the figures away from the actual work that was done 
you just look at the cold figures and you do not get the work, but if 
you are going to take that part it seems to me it might be appropriate, 
if possible, to have the full statement showing just what happened, 
rather than the figures. 

Mr. AsPINALL. You prepare it in anyway you see fit. 

Mr. Puitures. All right, sir. 

Mr. AsprInaLu. Hearing no objection it is so ordered. 

The Chair recognizes his colleague, Dr. Miller. 

Dr. MILLER. Ne ouostions. 

Mr. Aspinacu. The Chair recognizes his colleague, Mr. Rhodes. 

Mr. Ruopss. Dr. Phillips, I am not quite clear as to why the 
Booker T. Washington Memorial Foundation picked the birthplace 
of Booker T. Washington for the site of a monument over Tuskegee 
Institute. Would you care to elaborate on that a little more? 

Mr. Purtuires. Having been connected with schools and educational 
work the greater part of my life, I find that schools are pretty well 
concentrated on their program of activity. If it is for education that 
is what it is. If it is for religion that is what they specialize in. The 
pecsle there would not be as interested in perpetuating the ideals 
and teachings of Booker Washington. They would want the people 
to perform and conduct themselves just like Booker Washington, 
but the people would not have the spirit to push a proposition like 
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this. There would be just something there which would not mean 
too much, but where it would be a specialized, isolated program 
with the idea to do a certain thing, I believe you would find it would 
7 — better than with an institution with a prescribed program 
of work. 

Mr. Ruopgs. I understand that there are no buildings left standing 
at the site of Booker T. Washington’s birthplace. Would it be your 
—— to reconstruct the buildings as they were at the time of his 

irth? 

Mr. Purures. That is right. That is what we have in mind. 

Mr. Ruopss. Restoration? 

Mr. Puriuuips. Restoration. 

Mr. Ruopes. Something like the Williamsburg restoration? Would 
you try to discover the type of buildings and rebuild buildings of the 
very same nature or of the same type? 

Mr. Puiuuirs. That is right. We suggested that to the Secretary 
of the Interior. That type of thing we would like to see there with a 
museum. 

Mr. Asprnatt. The memorial commission has already constructed 
the kind of a cabin in which Booker T. Washington was born? 

Mr. Puiturrs. Pardon me? 

Mr. AspInALL. You have already constructed the kind of a cabin 
on the present site, such as the one in which Booker T. Washington 
was born? 

Mr. Puruutps. Yes, sir. 

Mr. AsPINALL. You spent considerable money trying to firm this up 
and you find yourself in the position that you are unable to complete it 
without the help of the National Government; is that right? 

Mr. Puiuurrs. That is right, yes, sir. 

Mr. AsprnaLu. Do you have any further questions? 

Mr. Ruopes. Yes. It is my understanding that actually your 
foundation has spent quite a bit of money now and has actually 
reconstructed some of these buildings on the birthplace of Booker T. 
Washington; is that correct? 

Mr. Puiturrs. The only thing we have done has been to restore the 
cabin. 

Mr. Ruopes. The cabin in which he was born? 

Mr. Puruuires. That is right. 

Mr. Ruopes. Were you able to locate the exact spot with any 
degree of particularity? In other words, do you feel that you actually 
know where the exact cabin in which he was born was located? 

Mr. Puiuuips. Yes, sir. In fact, we had a playmate of his, a boy, 
Uncle Henry Swain, who helped identify this spot in 1936 when 
Congressman Mitchell made a visit there, and they put an iron peg 
there and we had the Historical Society of Virginia draw up the plans. 
They were certain that that was the spot on the basis of the old base 
of the chimney there, and according to this man who was alive when 
Booker T. Washington was a boy we put it on the exact spot. 

Mr. AsprnaLu. Any questions? 

Mr. Berry. No questions. 

Mr. Puiturrs. The old Burroughs graveyard or cemetery is right 
there on the place and in his autobiography, Up From Slavery, 
Booker T. Washington speaks of ‘“‘Marse Billy” who was killed in the 
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battle of Culpeper. The cemetery contains his grave. That is 
right near the site. 
Mr. AspinaLL. Thank you very much for a very fine presentation. 
The next witness is Dr. T. J. Jemison, the secretary of the National 
Baptist Convention. Do you have a prepared statement, Dr. 
Jemison? 


STATEMENT OF T. J. JEMISON, SECRETARY, NATIONAL BAPTIST 
CONVENTION 


Mr. Jemison. No, I do not have a prepared statement, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. AspinaLu. All right. Proceed. 

Mr. Jemison. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, we 
have come today to participate in this hearing on behalf of the 
National Baptist Convention, U. S. A., Inc., which is the largest 
organized Negro body in the world, representing a little better than 
four and a half million. 

For a number of years, the Booker T. Washington Night in our 
convention has been on Friday and it is still being held, and this night 
perpetuates the ideals of Booker T. Washington. The president of 
the National Baptist Convention who passed in 1954, a native of 
Alabama, and who was a lifelong friend of Booker Washington, 
thought it well to perpetuate the ideals of Booker Washington, and 
os convention up to today still carries on the Booker T. Washington 

ight. 

We feel that the site of the national monument should be at his 
birthplace because we feel that it is significant to know where a man 
has come from so as to better appreciate what he has done and the 
contributions that he has made. We take that position because even 
in Jerusalem where Christ was born in Bethlehem the site is more or 
less a restoration and yet it is one of the most significant sites in all 
Jerusalem; Bethlehem, where he was born, not where he performed his 
miracles in Cana and other places, but significantly where Christ was 
born, and we take the same position. 

While we feel that Tuskegee Institute in Alabama makes a very 
definite contribution as to his work, we feel that it is more befitting 
that a national monument be placed at his birthplace to commemorate 
where he came from and what he did while he lived. 

The whole Baptist denomination asked me to say that to this 
committee so as to let you know how we feel, not only in Alabama, 
but throughout the 48 States that we represent and several islands and 
conventions even in Europe. 

Mr. Aspinatt. Thank you very much, Mr. Jemison, for a very 
fine statement. 

Dr. Miller, do you have any questions? 

Dr. Mituer. No questions. 

Mr. AspinaLu. Mr. Rhodes? 

Mr. Ruopes. I have no questions. 

Mr. Aspinauu. Mr. Berry? 

Mr. Berry. Just one, Mr. Chairman, going to the memorial itself, 
and possibly I should have asked this of Mr. Phillips. 
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You are going to have a museum and you are going to have a 
reconstruction of buildings. Are you also planning a monument of 
some sort in connection with it? 

Mr. Jemison. I believe Mr. Phillips could better answer that. I 
am not in a position to answer that. 

Mr. Berry. That is all. 

Mr. Jemison. Mr. Chairman, I would like to refer that question 
to Mr. Phillips. 

_Mr. Asprnauu. I believe Mr. Berry will find in the statement just 
what is proposed. 
oe next witness is Mr. George S. Schuyler, editor, Pittsburgh 
‘ourier. 

We are pleased to have you before the committee this morning, 

Mr. Schuyler. We will be glad to hear your statement. 


STATEMENT OF GEORGE S. SCHUYLER, EDITOR, PITTSBURGH 
COURIER 


Mr. Scuuyter. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, 
I am here in support of the House Resolution 6904 for the Booker T. 
Washington National Monument. I favor the creation of the 
Booker T. Washington National Monument in this year of his 100th 
anniversary, and I favor it being located at his birthplace because 
of his many contributions to national progress as an educator, a great 
southern leader, and a racial philosopher. 

It seems to me to be eminently appropriate that this monument 
should be at the place of his birth, because Tuskegee Institute, which 
he founded and developed, is sufficient monument in itself. It is 
necessary that the Nation know the lowly birth and early surroundings 
of this man who did so much in the interests of Negro advancement 
and interracial understanding. 

It is only by knowledge of that background that we can fully appre- 
ciate what he did at Tuskegee Institute and what he contributed to 
the growth and development of the South. 

The great success of the sale of Booker T. Washington memorial 
half dollars indicates beyond a doubt that his memory and the record 
of what he did is still fresh. Therefore, it is evident that there is 
nationwide interest in the national monument dedicated to him and 
certainly the appropriate place for it is at the place where he was 
born as a slave. 

In several ways the State of Virginia has demonstrated its intense 
interest in memorializing Booker T. Washington, and certainly any 
such national monument to him would have the support of Virginia 
along with that of all the other States. Presumably, even Alabama 
would see the merit of a national monument at the birthplace of its 
most eminent citizen. 

As one who is completely familiar with the career and contributions 
of Booker T. Washington and cognizant of the esteem in which he is 
held by his people, I am sure that a national monument at his birth- 
place would be universally applauded. 

Mr. Asprnatu. Thank you very much, Mr. Schuyler, for stating 
your position very succinctly and clearly. 

Has the gentleman from Arizona any questions? 
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Mr. Ruopes. I just have one question, Mr. Chairman. 

You, as a newspaper man, would probably have the answer to it, 
Mr. Schuyler. Do you know of anybody in the Negro race who 
wants to establish this memorial at Tuskegee rather than at the 
birthplace? Is there a movement to establish it at Tuskegee? 

Mr. Scuuyruer. No; I have never heard of any such movement. 
The birthplace has been very much in the news in the last 10 years 
or so, first, because it is a post office, that is, there is a regular United 
States post office there, and next, there have been many conventions 
and gatherings held there. Thirdly, the State of ve has made 
a State highway that goes right by the birthplace, so that in my mind 
the public thinks of the birthplace in connection with Booker T. 
Washington as a monument already regardless of what the Govern- 
— might do about it. That is fixed, it seems to me, in people’s 
minds. 

Mr. Ruopes. Would it be a fair statement to say, then, that the 
only people who apparently want to establish the monument at 
Tuskegee is the National Park Service? 

Mr. Scuvyter. I think so, and I do not think they have given 
sufficient thought to the real significance and philosophy behind this 
thing. As we all realize, the Negroes were in slavery, of course, and 
one of the arguments against freedom was that if they were free 
they would not be able to measure up to the demands of this civiliza- 
tion because of such a long time in servitude. Now here comes a 
man who was born in slavery and who, for a long time, was in servitude 
and great poverty and suffered all the deprivations to which Negroes 
are subject, and he rises to be a great educator, a great influence in 
bringing the races together at a very critical period in the history of 
this country, and this is a period of race relations which one professor 
at Howard University refers to as the nadir of race relations. That 
was in the late 1890’s. 

Beyond that, in all parts of the world, the Booker T. Washington 
philosophy of education is being adopted and already has been 
adopted, especially in the so-called backward countries where they are 
in a hurry to measure up to modern civilization. They are using the 
Booker T. Washington method of education, so that this man’s in- 
fluence extends far beyond the confines of the United States. 

I feel that his birthplace is significant for that reason. I did not 
mean to expatiate at such great length, but it does seem to me that 
being born in slavery and what was said about people being born in 
slavery, when this man rose to such heights, that is sufficient for him 
to be memorialized. 

Mr. Ruopes. I think you hit a very significant point there as to the 
purpose of this memorial. The purpose of the memorial, as I under- 
stand it, is not so much to commemorate the success of Booker T. 
Washington, but to commemorate the difference from the state in 
which he was born and the state to which he was able to rise; and in 
order to do that you wish to have the memorial at the spot at which he 
was born to show the humble beginnings of the man as a contrast to 
the position to which he was able to rise? 

_ Mr. Scuuyier. Yes, sir, exactly; and more than that, it memorial- 
izes not only the rise of Booker T. Washington, but symbolizes the 
rise of the entire Negro race in the United States. 
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Mr. Ruoves. Thank you. 

Mr. AspinaLu. Thank you very much, Mr. Schuyler. 
The next witness is Dr. G. Lake Imes. 

Doctor, we are very pleased to have you with us. 


STATEMENT OF G. LAKE IMES, RETIRED SECRETARY, TUSKEGEE 
INSTITUTE 


Mr. Imes. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I am 
here today at the request of Mr. Phillips, with whom I have been 
associated since the beginning of the e ort to establish the Booker 
Washington Memorial at his birthplace. I am not in the pay of 
the Foundation and never have been. My reason for that is that 
I spent 25 years at Tuskegee Institute, 5 of them as a member of the 
staff under Booker Washington, the next 20 years under his successor, 
Robert R. Moulton, and since 1935 I have been associated with a 
variety of movements proceeding out of Tuskegee Institute, so that 
I think I can say that for 45 years my life has been identified with 
Tuskegee Institute and with Booker Washingion. 

My wife has a way of saying that all you have to do is to mention 
the name of Booker Washington and I begin and heaven knows where 
I will stop. I, therefore, come against the advice of my physician. 
I happen to be in the same situation as our President with a heart 
condition that has put me out of commission in large measure since 
1953. However, when Mr. Phillips says, ‘In’, you can help me,’ 
then I forget everything else and respond to the call, so I am here 
today for that purpose. 

Mr. ASPINAI L. Thank you very much, Doctor. 

Mr. Imus. I deem it a privilege, therefore, to be permitted to submit 
to this committee some reasons why the Federal Government should 
establish a national monument at the birthplace of Booker T. Wash- 
ee in Franklin County, Va. One after another I shall present 
these. 

1. The cause of democracy is always held in higher esteem when 
national honors are accorded an humble citizen. Preservation of the 
birthplaces of persons of great distinction as national shrines to keep 
alive the memory of their achievements as an inspiration to succeedin 
generations is an accepted and appropriate practice in America sit 
other countries of the world; as witness the birthplace of George Wash- 
ington at Washington Birthplace, Va.; the birthplace of Abraham 
Lincoln at Hodgensville, Ky.; the birthplace of Woodrow Wilson at 
Staunton, Va.; of Franklin Roosevelt at Hyde Park, N. Y.; of William 
Shakespeare at Stratford-on-Avon in England; and the birthplace of 
George Washington Carver at Diamond, Mo., to mention a few. The 
birthplace of Booker Washington whose rose from a slave cabin to the 
hall of fame is one of the focal points of American history. 

2. The State pride of Virginia in the careers of its many distinguished 
sons, which has been manifested in many and various forms, insures a 
continuous interest in the development of the site of the birth of Booker 
Washington in a way that cannot be matched in any other State. 
Virginia, in 1946, contributed $15,000 toward the first steps in the 

reservation and development of the site; then later the adjacent public. 
ighway in memorial to Booker T. Washin ton; it has since erected a 
ublic school at a cost of $80,000, on lan donated for the purpose 
rom the site; and, on recommendation of the present Governor, has 
included in the State budget, the sum of $17,000 to purchase the plan- 
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tation with a view to its presentation to the United States for its 
establishment as a National Monument to a native son whose life 
was spent in causes which helped make the Nation strong. The State 
of Virginia thus places itself on record as a sponsor of this movement 
to pay tribute to a great American sprung from her soil. 

3. The choice of his birthplace as the site of such a national monu- 
ment will place it near the center of the most populous sections of the 
Nation, embracing some 107 million souls in 23 States within a radius 
of 750 miles. 

A correction has been made in these figures as originally submitted 
on the basis of the recent release from the Census Bureau of the 
estimated population of the United States as of 1955. 

The 16 States nearest to Virginia have a total population upwards 
of 90 million, all within a maximum distance of 500 miles of the 
birthplace of Booker T. Washington. ‘These figures are augmented 
by a tourist population running into millions, of which number 32 
million annually visit points of interest in Virginia alone. 

Located within the State of Virginia are many points of historic 
and national interest, which annually attract hordes of tourists. 
Included are the George Washington birthplace, National Capitol, 
Mount Vernon, Monticello, Williamsburg, Appomatox, Luray Cav- 
erns, Winchester, Yorktown, Hampton Roads, Richmond, Blue Ridge 
Park, Jamestown, Shenandoah National Park, besides nationally 
famous schools and colleges, 11 State parks, and battlefields of both 
the Revolutionary and Civil wars. 

4. Virginia is traversed by a wide-variety of routes of travel which 
make it practically the gateway to the south and to the Atlantic 
seaboard. Among them are U.S. Routes 1, 301, 17, 29, 11, 60 and 50, 
most famous of which is the Skyline Drive. Four rivers reach far 
inland into this territory which figure prominently in national history 
and modern commerce and communication, the Susquehanna which 
with its tributaries becomes Chesapeake Bay; the Patuxent River, 
site of a national air field; the Potomac River which penetrates to 
the National Capital and beyond; the Rappahannock, York and 
James rivers which figure largely in the early history and development 
of Virginia and still carry a large volume of its commerce. 

Five railroad lines cross the State which carry passengers and 
commerce to the deep south and the southwest, connecting with 
major transportation lines of the north and east—the Southern Rail- 
way, the Seaboard Air Line, the Atlantic Coast Line, the Norfolk and 
Western, and the Chesapeake and Ohio. Overhead six principal 
airlines with eight major airports within the State traverse the State 
of Virginia en route to the south, southwest and far west. 

5. The National Government has already given its endorsement to 
the proposal of creating a national monument at the birthplace of 
Booker T. Washington: first, by authorizing the minting of five 
million commemorative half-dollars in 1946, the year when a bust of 
Booker T. Washington was unveiled in the Hall of Fame on the 
campus of New York University, and the same year in which the 
Burroughs Plantation was purchased to preserve his birthplace as a 
national shrine. 

In 1948 the United States Post Office Department established a 
post office on the site and named it “Booker Washington Birthplace” 
in consideration of the large volume of mail handled in connection 
with the promotion of the Booker T. Washington Birthplace Memorial, 
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a nonprofit organization chartered by the State of Virginia for the 
development of the aims and purposes of the memorial. 

Again the Post Office Department has only recently authorized the 
issuance of a 3-cent centennial postage stamp commemorating the 
100th anniversary of the birth of Booker Washington, to be released 
first at the Booker Washington Birthplace post office on April 5, 1956. 

6. These endorsements by the Federal Government were made the 
basis for a nationwide stimulation of public interest in the birthplace 
of Booker T. Washington, as a result of which the Federal Government 
has made a profit of approximately $1 million from the minting of 
these coins alone. The cost of producing an American fifty-cent 
piece is approximately 17% cents. This means that 32% cents profit 
was made by the Government on each of the 3 million Booker T. 
Washington and George Washington Carver coins issued to banks 
and sold to the public by the memorial. This sum amounts to 
$875,000. This takes no account of the expected profits the Govern- 
ment will realize from the forthcoming issue of the Booker Washington 
3-cent commemorative stamp to the number of 100 million. 

7. As a result of the profits derived from the coin and stamp issues 
the Federal Government may be said to have acquired a substantial 
interest in this project, inaugurated and operated for the benefit of 
the people. The Government would be justified in following up with 
a further investment of some part of the profits derived from the 
memorial coins. It is fitting that such investment be in the form of 
further developing and preserving the Booker T. Washington birth- 
place in recognition of his many contributions to the life of America, 
and as an inspiration to posterity in this land of the free. 

8. The inspirational value of such a project to all succeeding gener- 


ations is of incalculable value in oe the unity of the Nation, 


the harmony of its various racial elements and its stimulus toward 
the achievement of our national ideals of democracy. The placing 
of this national monument within the area in which the basic concepts 
of our national existence were developed will serve further to strength- 
en the conviction that these democratic ideals are an essential part of 
our national history. No other site would so effectively advance this 
idea as the spot on which Booker Washington was born, thus placing 
it beyond all local or sectional limitations. 

9. There is special value in placing this monument where it would 
be easily accessible to the hundreds of thousands of visitors from 
foreign countries who come to attend the sessions of the United 
Nations and to visit the Capital of the United States on diplomatic, 
commercial and political missions, or on sightseeing travels. Its 
location in Alabama would put it effectively beyond the reach of the 
vast majority of travelers who come to the area described above. 
Washington, D. C. is but 225 miles from this site, Richmond is 165 
miles distance, Lynchburg is 53 miles away. The birthplace is 
directly accessible to motorists from the much traversed Blue Ridge 
Parkway. 

10. As a symbol of the Nation’s appreciation of the character, 
achievements and services of one of its greatest citizens, not alone to 
his own people but also to his country and to the world, this monu- 
ment should be placed where it would be accessible to the largest 

ossible number of our own citizens and visitors from foreign lands. 
t would lose much of its significance if placed beyond the reach of 
the great majority of travelers. The proposed site has the advantage 
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of being in the most populous and the most popularly visited area 
of the Nation, and it is adjacent to other historic points. This makes 
it possible for sightseeing promoters to include it in their travel tours. 

11. The work and influence of Booker T. Washington were not 
confined to the school which he established in Alabama. He traveled 
extensively in all parts of the country, not only in the interests of the 
school but in response to appeals for support of national movements 
for public health, social welfare and interracial and intersectional 
harmony. More important still were the numerous activities, pro- 
grams and organizations he created and sponsored for the progess 
of his people reaching into all the areas and States from which his 
students came, teaching citizenship, promoting farm and home 
ownership, savings, business enterprises, health and hygiene, education 
both industrial and academic, organizing banks, insurance companies, 
and loan associations, and encouraging the organization of professional 
groups, such as doctors, lawyers, nurses, and teachers, in most of which 
he was the leading figure. The result was the creation of a network 
of activities penetrating into all areas of Negro life in every section 
of the country that at that time was without parallel either in this 
country or in other parts of the world. 

Thus, he created a great social agency which drew and yet draws 
observers from all parts of our own country and other countries to 
study his methods and adapt them to the needs of their local areas. 
Booker T. Washington was thus a figure of national and international 
stature, and his work and ideals extended far beyond the limits of the 
school he founded, as they extend far beyond the period of his activity. 

12. It is universally agreed that he projected one of the great educa- 
tional philosophies of all time, the influence of which continues to 
affect educational policies and programs in every part of the world. 
There stands in the midst of his institution’s campus in Alabama an 
heroic bronze monument to his services and achievements, erected by 
his own people the Nation over to his memory and testify to their 

ratitude. Elsewhere on that campus he is buried. As a memorial, 

uskegee Institute is complete in itself. No single monument or 
building on that campus could add anything to the glory of that 
achievement. Rather, it would be dwarfed by the magnitude of his 
own creation. 

Many are they who would glorify Booker T. Washington and dignify 
themselves in pilgrimage to the hallowed grounds of his birthplace. 
To place a national shrine in his honor elsewhere than in Franklin 
County, Va., would be to deny them this rare privilege, and to deprive 
Booker T. Washington and his mother State of Virginia of their 
common birthright. 

13. Let this monument be a record of the progress of the Negro 
from the cabins of the slaves to the achievements of the race in 
industry, commerce, science, arts, government, the professions, and 
in interracial cooperation and understanding. This could take on a 
variety of forms, but would constitute a permanent record of the 
advancement of the race. 

14. Aside from other appropriate means of commemoration, the 
national monument to Booker T. Washington could well include a 
museum of exhibits, diorama, and other tangibles associated with the 
struggles and accomplishments of the Negro in America; for it was 
Booker T. Washington himself who wrote in his book, The Future of 
the American Negro: 
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I wish to say that it (my race) may have reasonable pride in all that is honorable 
to its history. * * * We have reached a period when educated Negroes should 
give more attention to the history of their race, and in collecting in some museum 
the relics that mark its progress. It is true of all races of culture and refinement 
and civilization that they have gathered in some place the relics which mark the 
progress of their civilization, which show how they have lived from period to 
period. We should have so much pride that we would spend more time in looking 
into the history of the race * * * in perpetuating in some durable form its 
achievements, so that from year to year, instead of looking back with regret, we 
can point to our children the rough path through which we grew strong and great. 

Nowhere would such a monument be so appropriately placed as at 
the birthplace of the man whose own story embodies the record of the 
achievements of his race in America. 

15. Mrs. Portia Washington Pittman, the only living child of 
Booker T. Washington, joins in petition for suitable commemoration 
of her father at his birthplace as expressed in her communication to 
the Secretary of the Interior, dated June 8, 1954. 

16. In a report, dated September 9, 1955, the Secretary, Mr. 
Charles G. Woodbury, of the Advisory Board of National Parks, 
Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments, wrote: 

The Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and Monu- 
ments, having carefully reconsidered its resolution of March 22—24, 1954, reaffirms 
its views that the achievements of Booker T. Washington are worthy of national 
recognition and should be appropriately memorialized. The place for such 
memorialization is at Tuskegee Institute, Alabama, where he made his greatest 
contributions to American life. None of the original buildings remain at the 
birthplace and thz '3oard believes that no expenditure of Federal funds is justified 
at that site. 

We do not agree with this report because: 

(1) Booker T. Washington’s life and his contributions were not 
limited to the school he founded, but served the Nation at large. 

(2) The memorialization recommended should be considered in the 
interest and for the enjoyment of all the people, rather than as parcel 
of an established private institution directly serving the educational 
needs of afew. _ meters 

(3) A location in the Commonwealth of Virginia would be a far 
more appropriate site as indicated by the facts stated in the preceding 
pages. Stet saa 

(4) The American Teachers’ Association with its 20,000 members 
who are representative of the 75,000 teachers who instruct and ad- 
minister the affairs in all Negro schools throughout the country, has 
endorsed the birthplace of Booker T. Washington as the appropriate 
site for his commemoration with a national monument. 

(5) The National Baptist Convention, U. S. A., Inc., with its 
membership of 6 million. 

(6) The Improved Benevolent and Protective Order of the Elks 
of the World, with headquarters here in Washington, with more than 
a half million members and numerous smaller organizations also 
endorse this view. davies ' 

The Commonwealth of Virginia, of which Booker T. Washington 
was a native son, likewise endorses the national monument at his 
birthplace as evidenced by the inclusion of funds in its 1956 budget to 
provide the site as a gift to the National Government. 

(7) There are now pending in the present Congress eight bills 
which provide for memorialization of Booker T. Washington at his 
Virginia birthplace; and 

(8) There have been received letters from 90 United States Senators, 
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341 members of the House of Representatives all of whom informed 
us that they are favorably impressed by the requested legislation. 

(9) The proposal bears recommendation of the Governors of 36 
States and legions of State officials and private citizens the Nation 
over, an eloquent testimonial of nationwide esteem for Booker T. 
Washington, great educator, great leader of his people, great American, 
and great servant of mankind. 

Mr. Aspinauu. Thank you very much, Dr. Ines, for a very splendid 
statement given in a most effective manner. 

The Chair has one question and only one. Were you or any of 
those interested in the establishment of the memorial at the place 
in Virginia invited to sit in with the Advisory Committee when it 
made its decision? 

Mr. Imes. No, sir. I happen to be a consultant of the Park 
Service in connection with the George Washington Carver Memorial 
in Missouri, but I have never been consulted. 

Mr. Aspinauu. Do you know of any member of the Negro race 
who was consulted by that Advisory Board? 

Mr. Imes. I know not of any. 

Mr. Asprnatu. The Chair recognizes his colleague, Mr. Rhodes. 

Mr. Ruopes. Mr. Chairman, | want to compliment Dr. Ines 
on this very fine statement which he has made and the manner 
in which he has made it, and particularly to thank him for comin 
here under the condition of health which he described. I am - 
to see you getting along so well, sir. I hope your health continues 
good, as of course I hope the President’s health continues good. 

Mr. Imus. I hope he does as well as I have been doing. 

Mr. Ruopes. We appreciate you coming here and your statement 
has been fine. 

Mr. Aspinautu. The gentleman from Arizona. Mr, Udall, do you 
have any questions? 

Mr. Upatt. I, too, would like to compliment you on a very 
vigorous presentation of the case for this legislation. I take it, 
although you mention in your statement here that there is a shrine 
at the birthplace of George Washington Carver, that it does not have 
national monument status. 

Mr. Imes. It does; yes, sir. 

Mr. Upatt. It does have? 

oof Imes. Yes. Mr. Phillips was the active promoter to that 
end. 

Mr. Upatu. As you people conceive it then, despite the chief 
objection that the Advisory Board makes that there are none of the 
original buildings there, this could become a shrine, and things not 
only concerning Dr. Washington’s career and work, but also embody- 
ing some of the accomplishments of his race, too, could be gathered 
into the shrine and appropriate buildings constructed? Is that what 
you contemplate? 

Mr. Imes. Yes, sir. ‘Tuskegee Institute is primarily in these days 
a school. The memorial at the birthplace would serve a vastly differ- 
ent purpose. 

r. Upatu. I certainly would agree with the points you made, that 
the type of birthplace shrine that has become traditional in our 
country, does serve a very important and a different purpose from 
those of many of the men whose birthplaces are celebrated by the 
establishment of shrines, who have also accomplished great work in 
various fields. I think that you have very effectively presented your 
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argument and I hope that the commiitee will look with favor on your 
recommendations. Thank you. 

Mr. Imes. Mr. Chairman, may J adc a brief statement to endorse 
what Dr. Jemison has said? There is a phrase with which I think 
most of you are familiar, that a man’s achievements are to be meas- 
ured not so much by the heights to which he has attained, as the 
depths from which he came; and no other place in America could so 
well demonstrate that in the case of Booker Washington as the place 
where he was born. I have been there several times. It is prac- 
tically in the same condition and that whole area through there in 
the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains is practically in the same 
condition, an agricultural area, as it was when Booker Washington 
left it and went to Malden, W. Va. 

Mr. Ruopss. Is it not true, Doctor, that to lose sight of the point 
you just made would be to take away about a hundred percent of 
the value of the monument itself? 

Mr. Imes. I am glad to have you put that estimate on it. I endorse 
it most heartily. 

Mr. Upatt. I have one other inquiry. 

Mr. Asprna.u. Will you please hurry? We have two more pres- 
entations. 

Mr. Upatt. All right. Did I note that the birth date of Booker T. 
Washington was in 1856? 

Mr. Imes. 1856. Quite naturally that is estimated. That is an 
approximation. Nobody kept a record of the birth of slaves, but by 
combining circumstances, such as his entry into Hampton Institute, 
his graduation, his going to Tuskegee to establish this school, and 
family traditions, and putting them all together, that date was 
arrived at by the trustees of Tuskegee Institute when after his death 
they proposed to establish Founder’s Day at Tuskegee. They set on 
April 5, 1956 after extensive investigation both of existing records and 
family traditions. 

Mr. Asprnatu. Thank you very much, Doctor, for your presen- 
tation. 

Mr. Imes. Thank you. 

Mr. AspINALL. The next witness is Mr, Perry W. Howard, general 
counsel of the Negro Elks and president of the Washington, D. C. 
chapter, I believe; is that not right? 


STATEMENT OF PERRY W. HOWARD, GENERAL COUNSEL, NEGRO 
ELKS 


Mr. Howarp. My office is here and in Mississippi also. I am a 
member of that great institution known as the Republican Party and 
a member of the Republican National Committee. 

Mr. Chairman, I come on behalf of the Negro Elks of the World. 
I think it is the largest fraternity we have, and I have been their coun- 
sel for 30 years. I know their sentiments. I know their yearnings and 
their wishes. 

I was a devotee of Dr. Washington as a young man and got my 
inspiration from him. I think I turned up about everywhere he turned 
up because I loved him, believed in him, and followed him, and I 
knew the real constructive job he was doing for this Nation. 

Therefore, on behalf of that organization I, in legal language, want 
to say that we reiterate and adopt all that has been said heretofore in 
the interest of H. R. 6904. I have not heard one member of the racial 
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group express a desire for this memorial to be at Tuskegee. We know 
that the institutions and faculties of institutions do not always reflect 
the sentiment of the founder and promoter of a great organization like 
that. Not only that, but with the great number of buildings around 
Tuskegee if one should visit there he would perhaps see all of these 
buildings this great institution has and hardly hear the name of 
Booker T. Washington. Maybe they would not be so enthusiastic to 
call attention of visitors to his name. Not only that, but as was so 
aptly said, there would be so many more visitors out here. 

I want to commend the leadership of our chairman as to this 
memorial, Dr. Phillips. I think he has done great work out there. 
He is a very learned man, an able man, and could have been gainfully 
employed otherwise. He has unselfishly lent himself to this great 
work, and I do not think that the world is overburdened with un- 
selfish individuals. 

I think this is an appropriate place. I have been out there myself 
repeatedly. I enjoy going out there. I think it would be an inspira- 
tion to the colored group; and all the Nation likes to honor Booker T. 
Washington. 

I do not know anything further that I can add. I think it is very 
fine of the committee to grant us this hearing. You have not mani- 
fested any impatience whatsoever, and regardless of what the advisory 
committee recommends, I can say to you with confidence as one of 
those who gets over the Nation that the preponderance of the colored 
people of this country desire that this memorial be at his birthplace. 
We think it would be most inappropriate if we had it anywhere else. 
Not only that, but we do not know who talked to the advisory com- 
mittee. We know we have not talked to them and we know that Dr. 
Washington was not a politician, but he left a good many politicians 
around Tuskegee. 

Thank you. 

Mr. AsprnaLu. Thank you very much. 

The Chair understands that the lady in the room is Mrs. Portia 
Washington Pittman. The Chair remembers very well a few years 
ago when Mrs. Pittman came to the Chairman’s office in behalf of 
the sale of the 50-cent pieces commemorating her father’s contribution 
to the world. We are glad to welcome you to this committee for any 
statements you have to make. 


STATEMENT OF MRS. PORTIA WASHINGTON PITTMAN, DAUGHTER 
OF BOOKER T. WASHINGTON. 


Mrs. Pirrman. My approach and attitude, of course, are very 
ersonal and sentimental, but I love to remember two things in my 
life that perhaps I have been a little bit responsible for. 

I am grateful for my heritage. I am humbly grateful for it, but I 
have always felt that I have a tremendous responsibility and 
obligation. 

As a child I can remember climbing in my father’s lap and saying 
to him, ‘Your children don’t know very much about you. Why 
don’t you write the story of your life?”’ 

At that time he was not a renowned figure. He was obscure. 
Nobody knew very much about him. However, he had always 
fascinated me because he was so simple, and so kind, and so generous, 
and interested in every detail concerning our lives. We had no 
mother and largely our rearing was under his care. 
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I said, “‘Why don’t you write the story of your life?” 

So he did write a book called, the Story of My Life and Work 
because his daughter, Portia, asked him to do it. 

Later on I read in a paper that his birthplace in Virginia was to be 
sold at auction. I did not know what to think. I had never seen 
the place of his birth. I had always wanted to see it. It had in- 
trigued me. However, I think I called the matter to the attention of 
the president of Tuskegee Institute and he said, ‘“‘We have no funds 
to look after that.” 

Then I immediately contacted my good friend, Mr. S. J. Phillips, 
who was also my neighbor, and I said, ‘Mr. Phillips, something has 
got to be done about this birthplace. I hate to see it pass into the 
hands of strangers. I have never seen it. I want to go there.” 

Mr. Phillips said, ‘‘Leave it to me, Mrs. Pittman.” 

Before I knew anything about it, he had gone up to Virginia and 
with the help of the Nehi Corporation of Columbus, Ga., had bought 
it, and what he has done has been like magic. He had the roads built. 
He made it accessible. Before that time you could not see it. He 
had the coins minted. He did everything, just as I had hoped. 

He said, ‘Some day this place is going to cian like a rose for you, 
Mrs. Pittman.” 

Nothing in my life has inspired me more than to stand on the spot 
where my father was born. I picture his life as a slave. I see my 

andmother, Jane. I see his brothers and sisters. I see him going 

ack and forth waiting on the white people in the big house, as he 
called it, and it has a tremendous meanin tor me to think of his having 
lived in that sort of an environment and then becoming the great leader 
that he was. 

It has inspired me all my life. It has inspired many people. You 
would be amazed at the number of people who go there yearly just 
to see the place where Booker Washington was born. 

Tuskegee has never had that effect on me, although I am a graduate 
of Tuskegee. I taught there for many years, conducted the choir, 
and I lived there, but to me the place of his birth is sacred. 

I am so grateful for what Mr. Phillips has done. I am so grateful 
for what the Government has done in honoring my father. If this 
becomes a national monument I think I will die happy. 

Thank you. 

Mr. AspinatL. Thank you very much for a very wonderful 
statement. 

I think that I can say for the committee that we have never had 
anybody come before this committee who had more right to make 
that kind of a statement than the lady here in commemoration of a 
great man. 

Are there any other statements? If not, without objection the 
bill will be considered as read and open for amendments. 

Are there any amendments? 

If not, what is your wish? 

Mr. Ruopes. Mr. Chairman, I move that the bill be reported 
favorably to the full committee. 

Mr. Asprnatu. Is there any objection? Hearing no objection, it 
is so ordered. 

The committee stands adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 12:05 p. m., the hearing was adjourned, subject to 
the call of the Chair.) 
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Fesrvary 14, 1956.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union and ordered to be printed 


Mr. Enews, from the Coramittee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 6904] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 6904) to provide for the establishment of the 


Booker T. Washington National Monument, having considered the 


same, report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend 
that the bill do pass. 


LEGISLATION CONSIDERED 


In reporting H. R. 6904, by Representative Engle of California, it is 
pointed out that the measure reported is one of a total of six identical 
bills considered by the committee. The others are: H. R. 6963, by 
Representative Miller of Nebraska; H. R. 7187, by Representative 
Gentry, of Texas; H. R. 7242, by Representative Roosevelt, of Cali- 
fornia; H. R. 7292, by Representative Williams, of New Jersey; and 
H. R. 7809, by Representative Doyle, of California. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of H. R. 6904 is to establish the Booker T. Washington 
National Monument. This monument would be a public national 
memorial to Booker Taliaferro Washington (1856-1915), often referred 
to as the Moses of his race and the only American who has ever made 
the long journey from a slave cabin to the Hall of Fame. It would 
serve not only in recognition of his great contributions to America but 
also as an inspiration to present and future generations of Americans. 

The site of the proposed national monument would be the old plan- 
tation in Franklin County, Va., where Booker T. Washington was 
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born a slave and where he spent his early boyhood days until freed 
from slavery by the Emancipation Proclamation. 

The measure, if enacted, would require the Secretary of the Interior 
to maintain and preserve the monument in a— 
* * * suitable and enduring manner which, in his judgment, will provide for 
the benefit and enjoyment of the people of the United States. 
The Secretary would be authorized to establish on the monument 
grounds a museum for relics and records of Booker T. Washington 
and for other articles of national and patriotic interest; to provide 
for public parks and recreational areas, construct roads, and mark 
with monuments, tablets, or otherwise, points of interest. within the 
boundaries of the monument. 

The bill would authorize an appropriation of $200,000 for such 
purpose, . 

EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


The establishment of the Booker T. Washington National Monu- 
ment at his birthplace in Franklin County, Va., would be of great 
national significance to millions of Americans. The committee notes 
that a few years ago a national moaument was created at the birth- 
vlace of George Washington Carver, who served under Booker T. 
Washington at Tuskegee Institute and who also won the acclaim of 
the American people for the great contributions he made to his 
country. 

The integrity of the site of the birthplace and early boyhood of 
Booker T. Washington is beyond question; the site is available; it is 
easily accessible to many millions of Americans; and it is readily 
adaptable to the development of a living monument which would 
inspire those who would walk within its boundaries. 


National significance 

Booker T. Washington dedicated his life to teaching millions of 
people the glory and dignity of work well done; to creating and 
sponsoring programs for the progress of his people; and to furthering 
national movements for public health, social welfare, and interracial 
and intersectional harmony. It is said of him that ‘He lifted the 
veil of ignorance from his people and pointed the way to progress 
through education and industry.’”’ Dr. Charles Eliot, president of 
Harvard University, summed up the character of Booker T. Wash- 
ington in these words: ‘“Teacher, wise helper of his race, a good servant 
of God and his country.” 

Booker T. Washington’s life and work was monumental. He left 
a deep imprint on life in America and his influence will be felt far 
into posterity. A national monument to Booker T. Washington at 
his birthplace in Virginia would be a deserved and fitting tribute to 
his accomplishments and his teachings. 


Integrity of the site 

Booker T. Washington was born in a slave cabin April 5, 1856, on 
the plantation of James 5. Burroughs, his owner prior to emancipa- 
tion. He lived on this plantation until he was emancipated in April 
1865. 

A few years ago a log cabin, reconstructed in accordance with plans 
prepared by the Virginia Fine Arts Commission, was placed on the 
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foundations of the cabin in which Booker T. Washington lived. It is 
said that other slave quarters can be located by the foundations of 
the cabins. A description of this cabin and life on the plantation is 
re by Booker T. Washington in his autobiography, Up From 
Slavery. 

The Burroughs family house was destroyed by fire in 1951. The 
foundations remain. 

An old cemetery of the Burroughs family is on the site. It is said 
to contain the grave of ‘“‘Marse Billy,”’ one of Booker T. Washington’s 
voung masters who was killed in the Civil War and whom he men- 
tions in bis book, Up From Slavery. 

Also on the plantation site is the Booker T. Washington birthplace 
post office established in 1948. 

Availability of the site 

The central portion of the plantation tract, on which are located 
the reconstructed birthplace cabin, foundations of other slave quarters 
and the Burroughs house, and the cemetery, contains 165 acres. A 
modern, 2-story brick buiiding, said to have cost in the neighborhood 
of $40,000, a 2-story frame dwelling, and a converted old barn (Tuck 
Industrial Hall) are on this plantation tract. A two-lane driveway, 
constructed with funds appropriated by the State of Virginia, pro- 
vides access to the site. 

The plantation tract described above is owned by the Booker T. 
Washington National Monument Foundation, a nonprofit corpora- 
tion chartered and existing under the laws of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. This foundation, in furtherance of its aims to obtain a 
national monument to Booker T. Washington at his birthplace in 
Virginia, has indicated its complete willingness to convey all its 
title and.interest in the plantation tract and buildings and improve- 
ments thereon as described above on payment of the outstanding 
indebtedness against the property, which amounts to approximately 
$17,000. 

It is reported that the Commonwealth of Virginia, as an indication 
of its pride in the accomplishments of Booker T. Washington, has 
included the sum of $17,000 in its budget for 1956 for the purpose of 
purchasing the plantation tract described above with the intent of 
presenting the birthplace site to the United States Government for 
the establishment of a Booker T. Washington National Monument 
to serve as a symbol of the opportunities which America offers to all 
its people. The committee commends the Commonwealth of Virginia 
for this splendid gesture, 


Accessibility of the site 

The birthplace of Booker T. Washington in Franklin County, Va., 
is near the center of one of the most populous sections of the country. 
It is estimated that more than 100 million people in 23 States live 
within 750 miles of his birthplace and that more than 87 million live 
within a 500-mile radius. It is estimated that approximately 32 
million tourists visit the many points of interest in Virginia annually. 

Booker T. Washington’s birthplace is 225 miles from Washington, 
D. C., 165 miles from Richmond, 53 miles from Lynchburg, and 16 
miles from Rocky Mount, Va. It is a short distance from the Shenan- 
doah Valley and only 43 miles from the Skyline Drive of the Blue 
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Ridge Parkway by way of the Booker T. Washington Memorial 
Highway which passes oy his birthplace. 

The committee feels that placing the Booker T. Washington 
National Monument at his birthplace in Franklin County, Va., 
would make it accessible to the largest possible number of our own 
citizens and visitors from foreign lands. 


Adaptability of the site to development 


The plantation on which Booker T. Washington was born and 
spent the first 9 years of his life is in an agricultural area in the foothills 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia. The whole area is said to 
be practically in the same condition as it was when Booker T. 
Washington left it and went to Malden, W. Va. 

A most fitting monument to Booker T. Washington—one that 
would be highly adaptable to the site of his birth and early boyhood 
days, as well as one which would provide the greatest human interest 
and inspirational values—would be one which would include a 
restoration of the original plantation setting to depict his humble 
beginnings, together with a museum that would record the progress 
of the Negro in America from the time of his coming to these shores 
as a slave, with exhibits of the achievements of the race in industry, 
commerce, education, the arts, sciences, and literature, and in other 
fields of endeavor, thus preserving for posterity the evidence of the 
contributions of his race to the history and development of our country. 
The committee notes that this type of monument to Booker T. Wash- 
ington, located at his birthplace, probably would come closer than 
anything else to filling a real need long felt in the hearts of millions 


of Americans and so eloquently expressed Pe, Booker T. Washington 


in 1899 when he wrote in his book, The Future of the American 
Negro: 

I wish to say that it (my race) may have reasonable pride in all that is honorable 
to its history * * *, We have reached a period when educated Negroes should 
give more attention to the history of their race, and in collecting in some museum 
the relics that mark its progress. It is true of all races of culture and refinement 
and civilization that they have gathered in some place the relics which mark the 
progress of their civilization, which show how they have lived from period to 
period. We should have so much pride that we would spend more time in looking 
into the history of the race * * * in perpetuating in some durable form its 
achievements, so that from year to year, instead of looking back with regret, we 
can point to our children the rough path through which we grew strong and great. 


The committee concludes that no site other than his birthplace in 
the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia would be as 
adaptable to an appropriate national monument to Booker T. Wash- 
ington, 

SUPPORT FOR H. R. 6904 


The committee calls attention to various groups and individuals 
supporting this legislation as follows: 

The American Teacher’s Association, with its 20,000 members 
who are representative of the 75,000 teachers who instruct and 
administer the affairs in all Negro schools throughout the country. 

The National Baptist Convention of America with more than 
2 million members. 

The National Baptist Convention, U. S. A., Inc., with more 
than 4,500,000 members. 
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The Improved Benevolent and Protective Order of the Elks of 
the World, with more than 500,000 members. 

Booker T. Washington National Monument Foundation, 
Sidney J. Phillips, president; George S. Schuyler, editor, Pitts- 
burgh Courier; Dr. G. Lake Imes, retired secretary, Tuskegee 
Institute (45 years of his life identified with Booker 'T. Washing- 
ton and Tuskegee Institute). 

In addition to the above, letters received by the Booker T. Wash- 
ington National Monument Foundation from about three-fourths of 
the Members of Congress indicate that the majority are in favor of this 
legislation, while others were noncommittal at the time of writing. 


DEPARTMENTAL REPORT 


The Department of the Interior has submitted an adverse report on 
the bill. In this instance, the Department has chosen to follow the 
recommendation of the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic 
Sites, Buildings, and Monuments. 

The Advisory Board feels that ‘‘while Booker T. Washington, the 
man, is an impressive national figure, the birth site is not equally 
impressive.” The Department reports that the Board feels ‘‘* * * 
that the achievements of Booker T. Washington are worthy of national 
recognition and should be appropriately memorialized.’”’ In its view, 
“the place of such memorialization is at Tuskegee Institute, Alabama.” 

The committee feels that the National Park Service has shown little 
interest in establishing a national monument to Booker T. Washington, 
whether at his birthplace, at Tuskegee Institute, or elsewhere. The 
only witness sent by the Park Service to testify at the hearings 
affirmed that the Service had made no plans for the establishment of a 
national monument to Booker T. Washington. 

The committee also feels that the Advisory Board lost sight of 
fundamental human values in arriving at its conclusions. beyond 
this, the Board’s reluctance to consider birthplace sites because 
““* * * today more and more persons are born in hospitals, they are 
not born in homes,” as reported by the historian for the National 
Park Service, is less than persuasive, if germane. 

During the hearings on the bill, it was pointed out by Dr. G. Lake 
Imes, who spent 45 years at Tuskegee Institute, that “As a memorial, 
Tuskegee Institute is complete in itself. No single monument or 
building on that campus could add anything to the glory of that 
achievement. Rather, it would be dwarfed by the magnitude of his 
own creation.” 

It is pointed out that the work and influence of Booker T. Wash- 
ington was not confined to the school which he established in Alabama. 
He traveled extensively in all parts of the country in his endeavors and 
served his country at large. 

Attention also is called to the fact that Tuskegee Institute is a 
private institution directly serving the educational needs of a few. 
Whether or not millions of Americans lacking the advantages of an 
adequate education would be reluctant to journey to the campus of 
an educational institution of higher learning where they might feel 
out of place, is a further consideration. 

In view of the above, the committee is compelled to disagree with 
_ conclusions of the Department of the Interior and the Advisory 

oard, 
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The recommendations of Booker T. Washington, as quoted in the 
foregoing under the heading “Adaptability of the site to development,” 
brings to mind the phrase that a man’s achievements are to be meas- 
ured not so much by the heights to which he has attained, as by the 
depths from which he came. The committee feels that no other place 
in America could so well provide the base for that measurement in 
the case of Booker T. Washington than the place where he was born 
and lived the days of his early childhood. 

The committee urges the enactment of H. R. 6904. It is hoped that 
this legislation establishing the Booker T. Washington National Mon- 
ument at his birthplace in Franklin County, Va., will be enacted in 
time for the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the birth of 
Booker T. Washington. 

The Department’s report is set forth following: 


Unirep States DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 26, D. C., February 2, 1956. 
Hon. Crarr ENG.eE, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. EncGiE: Your committee has requested a report on H. R. 6904, 
a bill to provide for the establishment of the Booker T. Washington National 
Monument. This proposed legislation would authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to acquire the property located at Booker Washington birthplace, Vir- 
ginia, as a public national memorial to Booker T. Washington, noted Negro 
educator and apostle of good will. The proposed area would constitute the 
Booker T. Washington National Monument. The bill would authorize the 
appropriation of not to exceed $200,000 for purposes thereof. 

We recommend that H. R. 6904 be not enacted. 

The Booker T. Washington Birthplace Memorial is located in Franklin County, 
Va., 16 miles northeast of Rocky Mount. The 537.2-acre tract constituting the 
memorial consists of the plantation of Booker’s owner prior to emancipation, 
James S. Burroughs (a central 207-acre tract, the eastern boundary of which 
cannot today be determined with exactitude), and land adjoining north and south 
of State Highway 122. On the plantation tract, there are, principally, a recon- 
structed birthplace cabin, 1 modern brick 2-story building serving as post office 
and administration center, the foundation of another building, a converted old 
barn (Tuck Industrial Hall) and a 2-story frame dwelling used as a residence for 
the president of the memorial. 

There can be very little doubt that the central part of the birthplace memorial 
property is the birth site and early childhood home of Booker T. Washington, 
American educator and Negro leader. According to the Burroughs family Bible, 
Booker T. Washington was born (presumably on the plantation) April 5, 1856. 
On this site in Franklin County, Booker lived with his mother until emancipated 
in April 1865. He did not return until 1908, when, sentimentally, he sought out 
his birthplace. 

As is well known, Booker T. Washington was the founder of the Tuskegee 
Normal and Industrial Institute and achieved international fame as a Negro 
leader, educator, speaker and writer. At the time of his death in 1915, he was 
one of the best known Negro leaders in America. 

This proposed legislation has been considered by the Advisory Board on Na- 
tional Parks, Historie Sites, Buildings, and Monuments, which Board was estab- 
lished by the Congress to render advice in matters of this kind. The Advisory 
Board has considered this matter on two separate occasions. Following its first 
meeting on the subject, which was held on March 22, 1954, the Board approved 
the following resolution: 

“The Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monu- 
ments having considered the proposal that the Booker T. Washington birthplace 
be included in the national park system, resolves that while Booker T. Washington, 
the man, is an impressive national figure, the birth site is not equally impressive, 
since it is largely devoid of original structures or nag sg remains associated with 
him. It is also lacking in outstanding potentialities for recreational development 
were the area to be included in the national park system on recreational grounds. 
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The Board greatly appreciates the value of the work that the Booker T. Washing- 
ton Memorial is doing and commends it for preserving a spot which was dear to 
Booker T. Washington.’ 

At a subsequent meeting, held on September 7—9, 1955, the Board reaffirmed 
its earlier view that the achievements of Booker T. Washington are worthy of 
nations] recognition and should be appropriately memorialized. The Board 
stated, however, its view that ‘‘the place for such memorialization is at Tuskegee 
Institute, Alabama, where he made his greatest contributions to American life.’’ 
The Foard concluded that, since none of the original buildings remained at the 
birthplac2, no expenditure of Federal fund was justified at that site. 

In the circumstances, we conclude that, based upon the several recommenda- 
tions of the Board and other information of record, the Booker T. Washington 
birthplace site does not measure up to the criteria or standards that have been 
adopted for the purpose of determining whether historic landmarks, structures, 
or other objects of historic or scientific interest warrant recognition as national 
monuments. It is felt also that the area lacks the scenic and topographic appeal 
of a recreational park. Because of its remoteness from urban areas, its poten- 
tiality as a day-use recreational area is limited. It follows that this site does not 
qualify for admission to the national park system. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the subrris- 
sion of this report to your committee, 

Sincerely yours, 
Westey A. D’Ewanrt, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF BOOKER T. WASHINGTON 


A condensed record of certain important events and accomplish- 
ments in the tife of Booker T. Washington is set forth below. The 
significance of many of these far-reaching events and accomplishments 
are not conveyed by their titles. 


ConDENSED Recorp or Some Events AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE LIFE OF 
Booker T. WasHINGTON—FRoM Aa CHRONOLOGY FILED WITH THE COMMITTEE 


Born a slave on the James Burroughs plantation, April 5, 1856, in Franklin 
County, Va. 

Moved with mother, Jane Ferguson, brother John and sister Amanda to new 
home in Malden, W. Va., in 1865, after being freed from slavery. 

Worked as houseboy in the family of Mrs. Viola Ruffner, wife of Gen. Lewis 
Ruffner, at $6 per month. 

Gained entrance to Hampton Institute in 1872 be en a room which he 
swept and dusted three times as his examination. iss Mackie, the lady prin- 
cipal, inspected his work with a white handkerchief to reveal any dust or dirt. 
Graduated from Hampton Institute in 1875. 

Accepted invitation to principalship of a proposed training school for Negro 
teachers at Tuskegee, June 15, 1881, authorized by State Legislature of Alabama 
with appropriation of $2,000 for salaries. . ey Tuskegee Normal School 
July 4 with 30 students in Butler’s Chapel, A. M. E. Z. Church, which has since 
grown to become the most famous school for Negroes in the world. 

In 1890, organized Annual Farmers’ Conference which helps to raise the stsind- 
ards of rural life in the South. 

Pleaded with a congressional committee for a large Federal grant-in-aid in 
support of the Atlantic Cotton States Exposition held in 1895. 

livered famous Atlanta Exposition Address, 1895, which was the first of 
many notable speeches such as: Peace Jubilee in Chicago; Jamestown Exposition 
in 1907; Fourth American Peace Congress, 1913; National Educational Associa- 
tion, and many others. a i 

He was the recipient of many honorary degrees from such outstanding institu- 
tions as Harvard University, Dartmouth College, Wilberforce and Howard 


University. ; 
Invited Dr. George Washington Carver to join agricultural staff at Tuskegee 
in 1896. 
Wrote over 40 books, among them Up From Slavery, an autobiography, in 
1900, which has become world famous, His other works dealt with the school 
and his activities in behalf of people. 
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Organized the Anna T. Jeanes Foundation in 1907 in cooperation with Dr. 
H. O. Frissell of Hampton Institute. 

Interested the United States Government in Liberia and was appointed to 
United States commission by President Theodore Roosevelt. 

Cooperated with Mr. John D. Rockefeller in the establishment of the General 
Education Board in 1910. 

Cooperated in the establishment of the Phelpps-Stokes Fund and Carnegie 
Foundation in 1911. 

Influenced the establishment of first Rosenwald School built at Notasulga, 
Ala., which finally grew to 5,000 schools in 1,000 counties in the South at a cost 
of $21 million, employing 1,500 teachers, with student bodies of 750,000 annually. 

In 1900 founded National Negro Business League. 

Founded National Negro Health Week in 1914. 

Established Baldwin Farms colony in Macon County, Ala., in 1914. 

Last public address was before the American Missionary Association and 
National Council of Congregational Churches in New Haven, Conn., in 1915. 

Gave last Sunday evening talk to teachers and students in the Institute Chapel, 
October 17, 1915, his subject, ‘‘Team Work.” He died November 14, 1915, 
at Tuskegee Institute and is buried on the campus, 


CONCLUSION 


Past Congresses or past Executive orders have brought into being 
more than 180 units of the National Park Service. 

The coming into being of national park, national monument, 
national historic sites and related Park Service units assumes existence 
of what might be called a “yardstick of eligibility” of the physical 
area thus set aside. 

Similarly, the committee believes that the individuals or groups of 
individuals commemorated through bringing into being numerous 
national park units for that purpose assumes application of a “yard- 
stick of greatness.” 

Having in mind these two assumptions, and notwithstanding the 
position of the National Park Service and its Advisory Board, the 
committee has concluded that— 

Booker T. Washington, the man, measures up fully to any 
yardstick of greatness which might be applied. 

The Booker T. Washington birthplace, as a physical area 
so intimately associated with the man, qualifies when measured 
by our historic yardstick of eligibility. 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs recommends the 
enactment of H. R. 6904. 


x 








